
 
Wards 1 & 8 Neighborhood Planning Assembly (NPA)   

Agenda   
May 12, 2021  6:45 - 9:00 p.m.   

Zoom online meeting   
Please click the link below to join the webinar:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84036123619 
Webinar ID: 840 3612 3619 

Or Telephone -  Dial: 
        US: +1 929 205 6099   

 
 

Facilitator:  Hannah King   Host:CEDO - Liam Daugherty Minutes: Tom Derenthal   

6:45 Sign on to Zoom online meeting Waiting Room (See below if you have problems)   

7:00 (Formal start to the meeting) Announcements & Introductions  

7:05 Speak-out  

7:15 City Council Update: Jack Hanson, Zoraya Hightower, Jane Stromberg  

7:45 School Commission Updates: Aden Haji & Kathy Olwell 

7:55 City Updates, including Police Chief Search – Miro Weinberger 

8:20 The Neighborhood Project Update – Gillian Nanton, Bill Ward 

8:45  Champlain Parkway – Tony Reddington, Steve Goodkind 

9:00 Adjourn 

If you have any difficulties accessing the meeting before, during or after, please feel free to 
contact Jonathan Chapple-Sokol at (802.777.3521; leave a message if no answer) or 
chapplesokol.npasc@gmail.com and he will walk you through the process, and troubleshoot any issues.  
Want to watch the meeting but not be in direct attendance? Watch on Channel 17 YouTube. You will be 
able to watch the livestream, without logging into the Zoom. And, if you’re unable to tune in during the 
Wednesday meeting you can access the recording there, too!   
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLljLFn4BZd2Pa3H8l30gy_gZ3NL6orXcN  
 

NPA Steering Committee   
Tom Derenthal (Ward 1) tomd.npa@gmail.com , Carol Livingston (Ward 1)  carol.livingston1951@gmail.com, 

Jonathan Chapple-Sokol (Ward 1) chapplesokol.npasc@gmail.com, Hannah King  (Ward 8) 
kinghannah190@gmail.com  

 
 





CHAMPLAIN 
RIGHTWAY

The Environmental+Justice Solution
Neighborhood Planning Assemblies

May 2021
Steve Goodkind and Tony Redington



What is the Champlain Parkway Project?
The Champlain Parkway when it originated in the 1960s, aimed to connect  

I-189, U.S Route 7 (Shelburne Street) and waterfront as part of a “Ring Road” 
around Burlington. The original design hoped to improve traffic circulation, 

reduce traffic burdens in residential neighborhoods and improve 
motorist and pedestrian safety on local streets in the Southwestern 

section of the City.

HOWEVER
As decades have gone by, the circumstances of traffic, 

urban planning, and cultural societal environment of the 
city has drastically changed—a new solution is 

necessary. 

 



Quick “Ring Road” History:

■ 1960s—four lane divided highway “ring road” around Burlington

■ I 189 to continued from Shelburne Road as “Champlain Parkway onto the 
waterfront then through Old North End to the “Beltway”, VT 127

■ The “Circumferential Highway” completes the “Ring Road” from Beltway in 
Colchester via to VT 289  to I 89 at Williston—community opposition caused 
Governor Shumlin to cancel the Circumferential Highway in 2011



What’s the problem?
■ Traffic to Maple/King neighborhood would increase to 12,600 vehicles per day, a 37% 

increase in traffic in neighborhoods housing minority and low-income families with 
children.  

■ The project would increase the traffic and disruption to the Maple-King 
neighborhoods as well as the Lakeside neighborhood and those along Pine 
Street. The Project also fails to meet the goal of improving circulation, mobility, and 
safety on local streets in the study area. 

■ The proposed plan would further eliminate parking, create risks of floodplains, add to 
global warming, potentially release hazardous materials from the soil and add to noise 
and air pollution. 

The project itself malignantly ignores the affected low-income community, 
marginalizes the affected minority community and fails to consider public health 

impacts and the quality of neighborhood character.



Students enter a.m. school bus at Pine/Maple Streets Intersection (all-way stops)





We are watching a state and city government completely disregard an environmental justice concern, and 
knowingly add risk to a minority and low income community. If we have learned anything in 2020 it is, this divide 

cannot continue. It does not have to happen to you, for you to care. 

How does it affect YOU?
■ Constant traffic flow and lack of appropriate bike/pedestrian 

facilities creates safety risks in our communities. Heavy 
traffic reduces the quality of life and diminishes the 
ability of area residents to enjoy walking and biking for 
health, fun, or transportation. More traffic means higher 
risk of pedestrian fatalities. Adding 6 traffic signals 
means more pedestrian injuries and delay for all. 

■ The project as proposed would create a wall bisecting the 
community from north to south, creating a divided 
community which isolates neighbors. The vibrant 
sidewalk life we have today promotes tolerance and 
diversity, create safe spaces for families, and nourish an 
engaged community. This will be destroyed. 

■ The environmental implications of the release hazardous 
materials from the soil and additional noise and air pollution 
will create an unpleasant and dangerous community to live 
in.



But can we change this?
The Environmental Impact Statement is beyond insufficient, ignoring the 

environmental justice impacts of throwing additional commercial traffic into 
minority communities. 

The FHWA, VTrans, and City of Burlington are re-considering the present proposal. 

This gives us the opportunity to become part of the decision make process, and 
have our voices heard, proposing new alternatives. 

“We would rather promote car alternatives and more effective traffic routes, rather 
than disrupt our communities for more car traffic.” 

--Pine Street Coalition comments on EIS 



One of several Champlain Parkway Environmental In-Justice “disproportionate 
impacts” on the King Maple neighborhood as clear as day: 

Traffic increase in King Maple on Pine St:         Up 37% 

Traffic decrease below Flynn Ave on Pine St:    Down 72% 

King Maple Census (Tract 10) Percentage of  
   Low/Moderate Income Residents:                   77% 

All Burlington South of Flynn Avenue Census 
    (Tract 11) Percentage of Low/Moderate  
    Income Residents:                    34% 



BB



Example of Champlain RIGHTway (left), separate bikeway and sidewalk (right)—Santa Barbara, CA



Champlain RIGHTway 3 elements
1. NORTH: Pine Street from Marble Avenue to Main. The North element of the Champlain 
RIGHTway consists of the northern segment of what the NEPA process calls Alternative 1, which 
is otherwise now called the Railyard Enterprise Project. This element relieves traffic congestion 
from the Maple-King  neighborhood – a black and immigrant community which is also a 
registered historic district and designated by the Governor as a low-income area–avoiding King 
Maple had been a compelling goal for the project until abandoned by the City in 2009. 

2. CENTRAL: Flynn Avenue to Pine Street at Marble Avenue. The Central element of the 
Champlain RIGHTway comprises pedestrian and bikeway construction along the project right-of-
way to Lakeside, and along Lakeside and Pine Street from northwards. This element supports 
the City’s commitment to green infrastructure, avoids truncating access to residential and vital 
economic areas with failed traffic conditions at Lakeside, supporting both the environment and 
innovative growth. 

3. SOUTH: Route 7 at I-189 to Flynn Avenue. The Southern element of the Champlain 
RIGHTway is effectively the existing C-1 section of the Southern Connector (the “road to 
nowhere”) amended with a roundabout rather than dead-ending Pine Street, plus construction to 
Flynn Avenue, all with a cost-saving smaller tarmac profile. This element relieves congestion and 
truck traffic from the Home-Flynn neighborhood and provides easy access to the South End’s 
growing industrial hub.



Champlain RIGHTway is a multi-modal 
transportation improvements alternative 

to the obsolete, environmentally 
harmful and racially unjust Southern 

Connector/Champlain Parkway 
proposal.



ROUNDABOUT TYPE AT PARKWAY/FLYNN AND PARKWAY/CITY MARKET SOUTH END—SEPARATE BIKE & PED



Champlain RIGHTway will
      —bring relief from traffic congestion to both the King-Maple and Home-Flynn   
          neighborhoods without harm and injustice to the City's cohesive Black and immigrant  
          community; 
      —facilitate truck traffic to the South End's industrial hubs to support economic vitality; 
      —eliminate failed traffic configuration at Lakeside Avenue, ensuring continued access  
         and growth in this most vibrant City sector;  
      —minimize impact to Englesby Brook—the City's only remaining above-round 
         watercourse and wildlife corridor; 
      —employ “best practices” road designs for ensuring highest safety levels and lowest levels 
         of global warming emissions; 
      —provide a corridor length safe pedestrian sidewalk and bike corridor accessing the City 
         center 
      —save significant real dollars by constructing/maintaining a shorter roadway  



What can you do?

Sign the Stop the Champlain Parkway Project and Choose the 
Champlain RIGHTway Petition: http://chng.it/tS9Ts5FjDx

And spread the word with your community! 
`



The Parkway is fueled by little more than inertia and a lack of 
imagination. It was conceived at a time when Burlington was the 
retail center of the county, something no longer true. It came at at 
time when automobile traffic dominated planning. Now traffic 
planning is multi-modal. And it was born when heavy industry was 
leaving the city and there were few signs that a new economy of 
artisan/arts  production, small manufacturing with a retail 
dimension, and digital information services would take their place. 
Will the City squander our tax money to put all this at risk? 

Charles Simpson, NPA 5 Meeting, October 17, 
2019



W18 NPA Meeting Minutes from 2021 May 12 
 

Agenda: 
6:45 Sign on to Zoom online meeting Waiting Room (See below if you have problems) 

7:00 (Formal start to the meeting) Announcements & Introductions 

7:05 Speak-out 

7:15 City Council Update: Jack Hanson, Zoraya Hightower, Jane Stromberg 

7:45 School Commission Updates: Aden Haji & Kathy Olwell 

7:55 City Updates, including Police Chief Search – Mayor Miro Weinberger 

8:20 The Neighborhood Project Update – Gillian Nanton, CEDO, and possibly Bill Ward, 

Permitting and Inspections 

8:45 Champlain Parkway – Tony Reddington, Steve Goodkind 

9:00 Adjourn 
 
Meeting started at 7:00 PM 
 

Attenders:  
Angie 
Bill C 
Caitlin Halpert 
Carol Livingston  
Caryn Long 
David Cawley  
Fletcher Pratt 
Gillian Nanton 
Glenn McRae 
Greg Handcock 
Hannah King 
Ilona Blanchard 
Jack Hanson 
Jane Stromberg  
Jason Stuffle 
Jean Hopkins 
Jeanne Keller 
Joe Spiegle 
Jonathan Chapple-Sokol 
Jordan Redell 
Karen Vastine 
Kathy Olwell 
Lisa Kingsbury 
Lisa Lax  
Milo Grant  
Patti Wehman 
Sandy Wynne 
Stephanie Seguino 
Steve Goodkind 
Tom Derenthal 



Tony Redington 
Zoraya Hightower 
 

Speakout:  
 
Jonathan Chapple-Sokol 
- Would like to move forward with the budget as proposed last month, especially advertising on FPF, 

CCTV and signs.  
- The W18 NPA steering committee is looking for volunteers to join. Contact any steering committee 

member for more information.   
 
Jeanne Keller 
- A petition regarding the city wide appraisal is out for signatures: Complaints include: There is a lack 

of definitions / basis home grades [fair / average / good]. This is unfortunate as grade appears to be 
the dominate factor differentiating home values.  The City assessor will have a guide available on the 
City web site later this week.  The petition has 300 signatures to date.  

- A comment: A guide should be available on the web later this week.  
- The City assessors page is here  https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/assessor/reappraisal 
 
Caryn Long 
 – The re-appraisal appears inconsistent and/or not accurate. Range of prices on henry St. don’t reflect 
differences.  New assessments are already out of date for recently sold houses.     
 
Erhard Mahnke 
- Some data card entries are not accurate [e.g. measurements] and others are wrong [e.g. space type 

assignments].  
 
 Ilona Blanchard 
- South BTV is proposing a bike bridge over I89 near exit 14.  $12-14M Federal grant is being applied 

for. Letters of support are welcome and needed.  The application is due in July.  More information 
from via. 

- More information follows these minutes [below] or look online here  
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-projects/scoping/i-89-exit-14-bike-ped-
crossing-study/.  

 
David Cawley 
- The Old East End is participating in Kid’s Week. On May 15th at Schmanska park, activities will 

include tree cookies, yoga, Lake Monster Champ, a new story walk, a meteorologist, musical 
instruments [for kids] and local musical artists. Free cremees will be served.  

- Most activities are from 10-1 
- More information can be found here  https://oldeastendbtv.com/ 
 
Erhard Mahnke mentioned some of the Kids week musical acts including Keyboard: Jack Hanson dual, 
Lola Houston, Brazilian music with Sophie and others.     
 
 
 
 



City Council Update: Jack Hanson, Zoraya Hightower, Jane Stromberg  
 
Zoraya Hightower 
- Pedestrian and bike bridge. 
- Reappraisal – This is her first. Feels like it didn’t go well.  
- City Survey: The City is taking a survey on public safety. See the survey here  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/btv_police_chief_search 
- City Survey: The City is taking a survey on the budget. See the survey here  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/btv_city_budget_survey 
- NPA participation: The hope is to increase participation by empowering NPA’s with more decision 

authority 
 
Jane Stromberg 
- Councilor compensation Resolution: The charter change committee is investigation what City 

Council compensation changes are appropriate, including if pay is a barrier to running for office. 
Other considerations include healthcare and child care 

- American Rescue plan – 27.3M to BTV.  880K targeted to restart the City. 
 
Jack Hanson 
- An ordinance change for rental weatherization passed. Worst buildings are targeted first. Other 

buildings to follow. 
- Enforcement of the Livable Wage ordinance: City contracts valued at greater than $15K need to 

comply.  
- The City Budget process for FY2022 has started.  
 
Comments:  
Caryn long 
- Housing standard enforcement – Why do we allow these rentals to continue to be in business.   
- Jack Hanson: Endorsement is a huge issue. Rental weatherization enforcement will be easier [than 

other standards] as they will be data driven in conjunction with Vermont Gas. Also, working to 
shrink the [term of the] certificate of compliance.  

 
Erhard Mahnke: The American Rescue Plan includes 151 pages of regulations defining how the money 
can be spent. An 8 page summary is also included.  The ARP fact sheet can be found here  
https://home.treasury.gov/news/featured-stories/fact-sheet-the-american-rescue-plan-will-deliver-
immediate-economic-relief-to-families 
 
 Jack Hanson: The City is waiting to see the direction set by the State. The City will get ~17M in 
discretionary funds.  

 
   

School Commission Updates: Aden Haji & Kathy Olwell 
 
Kathy Orwell: 
- BSD has a 3.5 year contract to use the Macy’s building 
- Renovation at BHS has stopped for a number of reasons, including the presence of PCBs. 

Renovations have consistently exceeded estimates.  



- VT’s PCB limits are so low, they’re hard to meet. 
- Best estimate is as that full remediation will cost $7-12M [and no budget for this expense]. 
- There is no budget to rebuild the Burlington Technical Center which is unusable in its current 

condition.  
- For budget reasons, the project scope may need to be cut which will be unacceptable to the 

community.  
- BTV tech center cannot be used. Project scope will have to change and not likely acceptable. 
- Should the current project continue, Burlington will have a 60 YO building with PCBs that require 

ongoing monitoring.  
- Big question is: How are we going to move forward? We need a high school and tech center.  
- The buildings need to be demolished, but no decision yet whether the foundation is reusable.  
- Financing for the new buildings [including the technology center] needs to be determined.  
- Public input will be requested.  
 
 Comments:  
- Carol Livingston: South Burlington has struggled with renovations. What are other cities doing? 

Kathy Orwell: Everything is on the plate. We’re back to the drawing board. Burlington needs State 
and Federal support. The State hasn’t supported new school buildings for 10-15 years.  

- Tom D: Asked for clarification on the building being taken down. Kathy Orwell: Confirmed 
demolition. Timing for the deconstruction is TBD.  Decision on using the current site for a new 
school is TBD. 

  
 
 

City Updates, including Police Chief Search – Mayor Miro Weinberger 

 
- City budget process has started. The deadline end of June. Board of finance is launched. Goal is to 

engage public on regular budget and American Rescue Plan funds.  The City budget process is 
described here   https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/mayor/FY22_budget_process 

- The City is asking for public input via a budget survey. This can be found here  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/btv_city_budget_survey 

- City reinvestment plan – The City embarked on a general reinvestment in City infrastructure, e.g. 
parks, bike path…. The first 5 year phase is complete. The original plan called for a phase II [which is 
still needed]. The City can and will use some COVID funds on this, but additional funding is needed.  

- COVID forced spending of the City’s reserves. Federal monies may be used to restore this rainy day 
fund. 

- The City is trying to avoid a budget increase, especially in light of reappraisal pain.  
- Racial inclusion & equity dept. is expanded. 
- Some Federal monies will be used to compensate City utilities where customers could not pay due 

to COVID.   
- New police chief – It’s time to resume the search.  

o Will reach out to get community input what the Chief should be capable of doing.  
o Timeline: Feedback report > new job description > interviews in July.  
o The hiring committee will include a member of the public. Interested persons can apply 

online.   
o Present recommendations to City Council – August.  

 
Comments:  



- Glenn McRae – The budget survey design may not yield good feedback.  UVM has some experts in 
this area.  

 
 

The Neighborhood Project Update  
Gillian Nanton, CEDO, Bill Ward, Permitting and Inspections 
 
- Project came from the 2015 BTV housing action plan, with a goal to stabilize neighborhoods.  
- CEDO and CDNR devised the implementation plan.  
-  
- Three main goals are: Enhance the quality of life, Convert student units to long term rentals or 

owner occupied and xxx  
- QOL – data tracking xxx 
- Bill WARD - Director of xxx 

o Recycling – many units not in compliance with wheel’d tote rules.  We’re also seeing larger 
than historic loads due to increased home delivery during COVID.  

o Spring move out program – in progress – May 25 and May 31. The focus is on dumpsters 
and preventing garbage on the greenway.  

- Patty 
o Certificate of compliance strategy is to issue longer COC for units with fewer deficiencies. 
o COVID had an impact on inspections with the rate dropping from from ~3K to ~1K annually. 

- Bill - Complaint updates 
o Drafting a rule whereby neighbor complains will reduce COC time. 

- Jonathon  
o CDNR spreadsheet available? = Gillina Nanton 
o When will inspections be caught up? No date, but worst are inspected first.  

- Caryn Long 
o Bring Neighborhood project back  
o Trash and recycling – totes are not being put away.  

- Erhard 
o Will there be self-certification – yes, but only for trusted persons.  
o There is a homeless encampment on my property – can the city help clean up?  Bill: That 

would be a police issue. Lacy is the contact. .  
 
 

Champlain Parkway – Tony Reddington, Steve Goodkind Get a copy of slides 
- Tony and Steve presented an argument that the Parkway as planned will reduce traffic from 

a prosperous white section near Home Avenue and increase traffic in a poor and racial 
community near Pine and Maple streets.   

- See the complete presentation posted on the NPA pages  
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/CEDO/Neighborhood-Services/NPAs/Ward-1-NPA     

o File is NPAS5_2021_compressed 
 
Comments:  
- Caryn Long – thanks for putting in the work to describe what’s going on.  
 
The meeting ended at 9:16 PM 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reference: Email regarding the bicycle bridge [From Ilona] 
 
Thank you for hearing our request for a letter from the NPA to Secretary Buttegieg in support of the 
City’s application for a bicycle pedestrian bridge over I-89 at Exit 14. 
 
Here is a link to the project:  https://www.ccrpcvt.org/our-work/transportation/current-
projects/scoping/i-89-exit-14-bike-ped-crossing-study/.  This scoping was conducted in partnership with 
CCRPC. 
 
One item that I did not mention is that this year the grantors are interested in racial and social equity, so 
any thoughts, facts or comments you have regarding the impact of this project with respect to this 
concern are welcome. 
 
The funding that we are submitting for is the RAISE grant.  We feel this project checks many boxes.   
 
If we receive this grant, we will also be doing public outreach as part of the design (prior outreach was 
based on where the bridge would be and whether it would be a bridge or gondola). If funded, this bridge 
could be in construction by 2024! 
 
We would prefer to gather the letter by the end of June in order incorporate any great points into the 
application, but can accept it through the first week of July. 
 
I appreciate your consideration of providing a letter – please let me know if you have questions or would 
like a more formal presentation. 
 
Ilona 
 
 


