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Resolution Relating to RESOLUTION 4.16
Sponsor(s): Bushor T

MAYOR’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ACCESSIBILITY - Introduced: 08/11/14

APPOINTMENT OF NEW MEMBERS TO COMMITTEE Referred to:

Action; _adopted
Date: 08/11/14
Signed by Mayor: 08/18/14

CITY OF BURLINGTON
Trethe yedr Tows THousand FOUBEI s tes musseums oras s gs gupssmisamasin o4 68 sessssah s So o s

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That WHEREAS, the mission statement of the Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Accessibility is: “The City
recognizes that communities excel when all citizens are able to fully participate in all aspects of community
life. The Advisory Committee on Accessibility shall assist and advise the Mayor, the City Council and City
departments on ways to increase opportunities for people with disabilities and meet the needs of people with
disabilities by encouraging full and equal participation in all aspects of life. This includes the identification
and removal of architectural, procedural, programmatic, attitudinal and communication barriers, and strong
advocacy for policies, programs and services that meet the needs of people with disabilities;” and

WHEREAS, the Committee membership was approved by the City Council on December 3, 2012 and
the Committee is made up of City staff and community members charged with developing strategies to
address accessibility in the City: and

WHEREAS, on March 18, 2013, the Committee presented an Accessibility Strategy and Plan to the
City Council that identified strategies and action items for increasing accessibility to the City of Burlington’s
programs, infrastructure, and workforce; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has continued to meet monthly and bring a range of City stakeholders
together to address accessibility needs; and

WHEREAS, the Committee recommends reducing its membership from 14 to 11 members to ensure
consistent participation and representation; and

WHEREAS, the members who would continue serving include:

Ned Holt

Mark Irish (or another District designee)
Ralph Montefusco

Ron Redmond

Bob Rusten (or another City ADA designee)
Bradley Stephenson

Shelly Waterman

Michael Watson

Elaine Zimmerman; and
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Resolution Relating to MAYOR’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ACCESSIBILITY —
APPOINTMENT NEW MEMBERS TO COMMITTEE

WHEREAS, the City Council thanks the following committee members who have served a one-year
term for their service:

Sheryl Belleveau

Ardelle Cabre

Jen Francis

Russ Scully

Patrick Standen;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council approves the reduction of the size of
the committee from 14 to 11, reappoints the aforementioned 11 persons who would continue their service to
the newly constituted committee, and appoints the following two new committee members for appointment:

Sam Handy

Maggie Leuggers; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council thanks the Mayor’s Advisory Committee on

Accessibility for its good work to ensure the City of Burlington is an accessible and welcoming place for all.

Ib/EMB/Resolutions 2014/Advisory Committee on Accessibility — Appeintment of New Members
7/31/14
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Burlington Committee on Accessibility

Tuesday, September 16, 2014 / 4:00-6:00 pm
Conference Room 12, First Floor, City Hall

PROPOSED AGENDA
e Introductions
e Welcome New Members
e Announcements
e Public Comment
¢ Vermont Association for the Blind & Visually Impaired Presentation
e Ad Hoc Committee Updates

e Next Steps

Please email Kesha at kram@burlingtonvt.gov for any accommodations requests.




9/26/2014 3:13:00 PM

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ACCESSIBILITY
Minutes for Tuesday, September 16, 2014

COME TO ORDER at 4:05 pm.

1. Introduction and Welcome to New Members:

There are four new members of the committee who attended and were introduced: Sam
Handy, from the Scuffer Steak and Ale House, Maggie Leugers, from Parks, Rec. and
Waterfront, Julie Laplume from CAO, and Paul Irish, from the Burlington School District.

2. Vermont Association for the Blind and the Visually Impaired Presentation:

The presentation started with observations and issues noted around Burlington. First, there is
a lack of audible signals to safely cross at T-intersections. This creates a problem because
those who are visually impaired use sound to cross the street, but at a T intersection there is
no audible through traffic. Another issue is that the current audible signals that are in place
often break down and it takes substantial time to get them fixed. It was mentioned that there
is a system called “See, Click, Fix” where those who notice an issue can report the problem
for it then to be tracked by the Department of Public Works. The most notable suggestion is
to put in audible crossing signals at T-intersections around the city. Suggestions were made
for them to be put in on all of Pearl Street, including Pine St, St Paul St. and Battery St.

Another problem is the plethora of construction zones. One issue is tripping hazards (e.g.
cones, feet of chain link fence etc.) and a lack of warning for the physically impaired. For
visually impaired, there is no signal that the sidewalk is closed or that there is a construction
zone. One proposed solution is to have the ADA checklist become a well known and
important part of the building process. Sam Handy commented about the lack of information
he had about ADA guidelines when he was rebuilding his restaurant. Another suggestion was
to have a barrier that can guide the visually impaired into a “safe lane” or bumps that can be
felt with canes. Another suggestion was to have “walkers” — people in place to help at
crossing areas. Lastly, it was suggested that bulletins are sent out into the community to warn
about a closed sidewalk. The presentation ended with people expressing gratitude for new,
raised concerns.

3. Announcements:
The commission has approved the language change from “Handicap” to “Accessible

Spaces”. The concern was raised that this would confuse other citizens, but they will



continue to use the same insignia. There has been a loss of a bus stop in front of Hotel
Vermont, thus making the closest bus stop require an uphill walk and an added difficulty in
accessibility. The entrance to Henry’s Diner has finished construction and is now accessible.

Chittenden County and Rutland County are under funded for Alzheimer’s care.

4. Public Comment:

A comment was made that there is a lack of accessible parking and a lack of police
enforcement. He believed there is an overuse of placards and no strict regulations of where
the placard goes when someone passes away or loses one. Also he felt that there was a lack
of enforcement of illegal parking in handicap spots and that the committee should have a
dialogue with BPD.

5. Ad Hoc Committee Updates

There was a meeting with Burlington High School special educators. Problems at the high
school remain in transit. Students are being directly affected. The group consensus was that it
is important to keep an open discussion and pressure.

6. Next Steps:

A vice chair or co-chair is needed for the committee; members were urged to consider the
position. The issue of public restrooms in the community was brought up. It would be nice to
work toward a folding down table mounted to the wall for children and adults (an adult sized

“Koala Care”) to aid in using the bathroom and changing.

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 5:40 pm.



