CITY OF BURLINGTON, VERMONT

CITY COUNCIL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT &
NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE
¢/o Community & Economic Development Office

City Hall, Room 32 e 149 Church Street ¢ Burlington, VT 05401
802-865-7144 VOX * 802-865-7024 FAX ® www.burlingtonvt.gov/cedo

Councilor Brian Pine, Chair, Ward 3
Councilor Sarah Carpenter, Ward 4
Councilor Zoraya Hightower, Ward 1

Monday, October 19, 2020
10:00 AM -10:30 AM

You are invited to a Zoom webinar.
When: Oct 19, 2020 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Topic: CDNR Committee Meeting

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/}/87838907209
Telephone: +1 929 205 6099

Webinar ID: 878 3890 7209

To participate in public forum please email Christine Curtis before or during the
meeting: ccurtis@burlingtonvt.gov. Comments can also be made during the
meeting by using the raise hand function or the chat function.

Draft Agenda

1. Review Agenda

2. Public Forum

3. Remediation of 9/16/20 CDNR meeting re: “Discuss Hiring a Research Assistant
to gather information on Just Cause Eviction”

4. Adjournment

The programs and services of the City of Burlington are accessible to people with disabilities.
For accessibility information, call 865-7144. For questions about the meeting,
contact Christine Curtis at ccurtis@burlingtonvt.gov
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Wednesday, September 16th, 2020
5:00 PM - 5:30 PM

Draft Agenda

1. Review Agenda

2. Public Forum

3. Discuss Hiring a Research Assistant to gather information on Just Cause Eviction
4. Next Steps

The programs and services of the City of Burlington are accessible to people with disabilities.
For accessibility information, call 865-7144. For questions about the meeting,
contact Christine Curtis at ccurtis@burlingtonvt.gov
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Committee members: Chair Brian Pine (BP), Sarah Carpenter (SC), Zoraya Hightower (ZH)
City staff: Christine Curtis, CEDO

Wednesday, September 16th, 2020
5:00 PM =5:30 PM
Virtual Zoom Meeting

Draft Minutes

Meeting Started at 5:00 PM

1. Review Agenda
MOTION, to adopt the agenda as presented
VOTING: unanimous; motion carries.

2. Public Forum
Public forum opened, no one spoke, public forum closed.

3. Discuss Hiring a Research Assistant to gather information on Just Cause Eviction

BP shared a draft version of an outline of the Scope of Work for Just Cause
Eviction research. The completed draft can be found online: click here

SC stated that she was envisioning a spreadsheet or report that would show
legislation of other states and communities that have Just Cause Eviction laws in
place. SC stated this should be a broad scope and not a detailed report of
ordinances.

ZH wanted to add special attention to the item “prohibit excessive rent
increases in jurisdictions without rent control” and termination of lease
discussion. BP commented this will probably be the most contentious topic.

SC mentioned the real estate market and what impact the ordinances will



have on the community she stated this is a bigger project that they have not
discussed yet.

MOTION by Councilor Hightower, SECOND by Councilor Carpenter, to authorize
up to 45 hours of LOE by Audrey Oliver for completion of Just Cause Eviction
research as laid out in the presented document.

VOTING: unanimous; motion carries.

4. Next Steps

BP stated the committee is moving forward with this step so they can be
more informed and ready to face the challenges that may come with it.

ZH will share contact information with SC to get this project moving.
Next meeting will be Thursday, October 8" at 5:30 PM.

MOTION to adjourn the meeting at 5:30 PM
VOTING: unanimous; motion carries.
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Monday, October 19", 2020
10:00 AM - 10:30 AM
Virtual Zoom Meeting

Approved 11/10 - Minutes

Meeting Started at 10:05 AM

1. Review Agenda

MOTION by Councilor Carpenter, SECOND by Councilor Hightower, to adopt
the agenda as presented
VOTING: unanimous; motion carries.

2. Public Forum

Leslyn Hall spoke on the scope of work she saw presented by the
Committee and had concerns about the Just Cause policy as it is being worked on
currently. She believes we need to help people to stay in their homes especially
during this tough time.

David Edwards commented how did the committee determine the amount
of funds allocated to complete the study? Why is it limited to 45 hours at $15 per
hour or a total of $675.00? This is fairly complex issue with 10 sub-issues as part
of the study. Therefore, the amount of funds and time allocated to support the
study appears inadequate.



3. Remediation of 9/16/20 CDNR meeting re: “Discuss Hiring a Research Assistant
to gather information on Just Cause Eviction”

SC commented that they went into this process with a narrow target and
knew they needed a charter change but also knew that this provision would not
be the answer to all of Burlington’s housing problems. She stated that the
committee wishes to gather more information on what is happening nationally
with just cause eviction.

ZH noted that there were two open meeting violations that happened and
have since been working on remediating the situations. ZH stated that she is
confident in the charter change language but more work needs to be done for the
ordinance.

BP commented on rentals and vacancy rates and the housing market where
new units have been added over the last 5 years. With the addition of new units,
rental inflation occurs and there is an imbalance in the housing market. BP stated
they are attempting to provide some level of protection for vulnerable
populations. The Committee is not ignoring the other issues, but they are
acknowledging that the market has limitations and there is a segment of the
population that is at risk for not having their lease renewed for many different
reasons.

BP went through the scope of work document.

MOTION by Councilor Hightower, SECOND by Councilor Carpenter, to
authorize up to 45 hours of LOE by Audrey Oliver for completion of Just Cause
Eviction research as laid out in the presented document.

VOTING: unanimous; motion carries.

4. Adjournment

MOTION by Councilor Pine SECOND by Councilor Hightower to adjourn the
meeting at 10:59 AM
VOTING: unanimous; motion carries.



