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Vermont Division for Historic Preservation

Agency of Commerce and Community Development

One National Life Drive [phone] 802-828-3211
Davis Building, 6t Floor [fax] 802-828-3206
Montpelier, VT 05620-0501

http://accd.vermont.gov/historic-preservation

November 18, 2020

Mary O’Neil
Principal Planner, City of Burlington
mconeil@burlingtonvt.gov

RE: Proposed Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places
Converse Hall, 75 Colchester Avenue, University of Vermont, Burlington, Vermont

Dear Ms. O’Neil:

We are pleased to inform you that the above-referenced property will be considered by the Vermont
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places at its
meeting on January 21, 2021. This public meeting will be conducted via videoconference and you are welcome
to participate in the discussion. For your convenience, a draft copy of the National Register nomination will be
posted online at: http://accd.vermont.gov/historic-preservation/identifying-resources/nrhp/pending.

The National Register of Historic Places is the official list of the Nation's historic places worthy of
preservation. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park Service's
National Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and support public and
private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and archeological resources.

Listing of this property provides recognition of its historic importance and assures protective review of
federal projects that might adversely affect its character. If this property is listed in the National Register,
certain federal investment tax credits for rehabilitation and other provisions may apply. Listing in the
National Register does not mean that the federal government will place limitations on this property, nor
are public visitation rights required of owners. The federal government will not attach restrictive covenants
to this property or seek to acquire it.

Nomination of this property to the National Register is being requested by the University of Vermont. As
part of the nomination process, the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation is required to notify in
writing the Certified Local Government (CLG) Commission of our intent to bring the nomination before the
Vermont Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. This notification must be sent to the Commission at
least 60 days but not more than 120 days prior to the meeting.
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If, after reviewing the draft nomination, you have any questions about its content or the next steps in the
listing process, please do not hesitate to contact me at 802-585-8246 or devin.colman@vermont.gov. All
comments and/or questions must be submitted to our office at least one day prior to the date of the
Advisory Council meeting. If you would like to attend the meeting on January 21, 2021 please contact me
for information regarding the meeting agenda and how to access the videoconference.

Sincerely,
VERMONT DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION

} P A

Devin A. Colman
State Architectural Historian

Enclosures:  Results of National Register Listing
National Register Criteria for Evaluation



RESULTS OF NATIONAL REGISTER LISTING
In addition to honorific recognition, listing in the National Register of Historic Places results in the following:

e Consideration in planning for federal, federally licensed, and federally assisted projects. Section 106
of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires that Federal agencies allow the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation an opportunity to comment on all projects affecting historic
properties either listed in or determined eligible for listing in the National Register. The Advisory
Council oversees and ensures the consideration of historic properties in the Federal Planning
process;

e Eligibility for certain tax provisions. Owners of properties listed in the National Register may be
eligible for a 20% investment tax credit for the certified rehabilitation of income-producing certified
historic structures such as commercial, industrial, or rental residential buildings. This credit can be
combined with a straight-line depreciation period of 27.5 years for residential property and 31.5
years for nonresidential property for the depreciable basis of the rehabilitated building reduced by
the amount of the tax credit claimed. Federal tax deductions are also available for charitable
contributions for conservation purposes of partial interests in historically important land areas or
structures;

e Consideration of historic values in the decision to issue a surface mining permit where coal is
located in accordance with the Surface Mining Control Act of 1977; and

e Qualification for Federal grants for historic preservation, when funds are available.

e Owners of private property listed in the National Register are free to maintain, manage, or dispose
of their property as they choose provided that no Federal monies are involved.

e National Register listing places no obligations on private property owners. There are no restrictions
on the use, treatment, transfer, or disposition of private property.

e National Register listing does not lead to public acquisition or require public access.

e A property will not be listed if, for individual properties, the owner objects, or for districts, a
majority of property owners object.

e National Register listing does not automatically invoke local historic district zoning or local landmark
designation.

For answers to Frequently Asked Questions about the results of National Register listing, please visit:
http://www.nps.qov/nr/faq.htm#benefits




NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture is
present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and:

A.

D.

That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history; or

That are associated with the lives of significant persons in or past; or
That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that
represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a

significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or

That have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory.

Criteria Considerations

Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces, graves of historical figures, properties owned by religious institutions
or used for religious purposes, structures that have been moved from their original locations,
reconstructed historic buildings, properties primarily commemorative in nature, and properties that
have achieved significance within the past 50 years shall not be considered eligible for the National
Register. However, such properties will qualify if they are integral parts of districts that do meet the
criteria or if they fall within the following categories:

A religious property deriving primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction or
historical importance; or

A building or structure removed from its original location but which is primarily significant for
architectural value, or which is the surviving structure most importantly associated with a
historic person or event; or

A birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no appropriate
site or building associated with his or her productive life; or

A cemetery that derives its primary importance from graves of persons of transcendent
importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from association with historic events;
or

A reconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environment and presented in a
dignified manner as part of a restoration master plan, and when no other building or structure
with the same association has survived; or



f. A property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has
invested it with its own exceptional significance; or

g. A property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of exceptional importance.
The National Park Service developed these criteria to guide the evaluation of buildings, structures, objects,

sites and districts for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. For more detailed information,
please visit: http.//www.nps.qov/NR/PUBLICATIONS/bulletins/nrb15/




CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT
NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION
FINAL REVIEW & RECOMMENDATION REPORT

Please scan and email the completed form to Devin Colman at devin.colman@vermont.gov

Name of CLG
For completion by CLG Commission:

Name of Property being Nominated Was nomination distributed to CLG members? Q Yes O No

Address Did CLG members make a Site Visit? O Yes Q No
Date nomination received by CLG:

Owner
Date reviewed by CLG:

Nomination Requested by Date comments sent to Division:

1. Did the CLG seek the Division’s assistance in evaluating the eligibility of this property? QYes Q No

2. National Register Criteria Met:
o Criterion A: Event o Criterion C: Design/Construction
o Criterion B: Person o Criterion D: Information Potential

3. Criteria Considerations Apply:
o A: Religious Properties o D: Cemeteries o G: Less Than 50 Years Old
o B: Moved Property o E: Reconstructed Properties
o C: Birthplaces or Graves o F: Commemorative Properties

4. Level of Significance: QLocal Q State QNational
5. Retains Historic Integrity: QYes a No

6. Additional Comments:

7. How was the public invited to participate in the National Register nomination process?
0 Commission’s agenda was published in newspaper 15 days prior to meeting.
a Copies of the proposed nomination were made available to the public.

CLG recommendation: O Approve Q Deny (explain)

CLG Commission Representative Date

Local Government Official recommendation: Q Approve Q Deny (explain)

Chief Elected Official Date




DESIGN ADVISORY BOARD

January - December 2021
Regularly Scheduled Meetings

Day of Application Deadine -

Date of Meeting Week Time Location Wednesday 4pm
January 12th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room December 30th, 2020
January 26th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room January 13th, 2021
February 9th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room January 27th, 2021
February 23rd, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room February 10th, 2021
March 9th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room February 24th, 2021
March 23rd, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room March 10th, 2021
April 13th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room March 31st, 2021
April 27th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room April 14th, 2021
May 11th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room April 28th, 2021
May 25th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room May 12th, 2021
June 8th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room May 26th, 2021
June 22nd, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room June 9th, 2021
July 13th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room June 30th, 2021
July 27th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room July 14th, 2021
August 10th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room July 28th, 2021
August 24th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room August 11th, 2021
September 14th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room September 1st, 2021
September 28th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room September 15th, 2021
October 12th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room September 29th, 2021
October 26th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room October 13th, 2021
November 9th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room October 27th, 2021
November 23rd, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room November 10th, 2021
December 14th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room December 1st, 2021
December 28th, 2021 Tuesday 3pm DPW Conference Room December 15th, 2021




NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only
categories and subcategories from the instructions.

1. Name of Property

Historic name: Converse Hall at the University of Vermont
Other names/site number: n/a

Name of related multiple property listing:

n/a

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

2. Location

Street & number: 75 Colchester Avenue
City or town: Burlington State: VT County: Chittenden
Not For Publication: Vicinity:

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

I hereby certify that this X nomination _ request for determination of eligibility meets
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property X meets  does not meet the National Register Criteria. |
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following
level(s) of significance:

___hnational ___statewide X local
Applicable National Register Criteria:

X A __ B X C _ D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property _ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official: Date
Title: State or Federal agency/bureau

or Tribal Government




United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Converse Hall at the University of Vermont Chittenden County, VT
Name of Property County and State

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that this property is:

__entered in the National Register

__determined eligible for the National Register
__determined not eligible for the National Register

__removed from the National Register

__other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)
Private:

Public — Local

Public — State X

Public — Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

Building(s) X

District

Site

Structure

Object

Sections 1-6 page 2



United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Converse Hall at the University of Vermont

Name of Property

Number of Resources within Property

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
1 0

Chittenden County, VT

County and State

buildings
sites
structures
objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ___0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

EDUCATION: education-related housing

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

EDUCATION: education-related housing

Sections 1-6 page 3



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Converse Hall at the University of Vermont Chittenden County, VT
Name of Property County and State

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Late Victorian: Renaissance Revival (Chateauesque)

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the property:
Foundation: CEMENT

Walls: STONE/Marble

Roof: STONE/slate

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has
historic integrity.)

Summary Paragraph

Converse Hall is located at 75 Colchester Avenue in Burlington, Chittenden County, Vermont at
the eastern edge of the University of Vermont (UVM) Main Campus. It sits on an elevated knoll
adjacent to UVM classroom buildings and the University of Vermont Medical Center campus.
Erected in the Chateauesque style, Converse Hall consists of three interconnected wings facing
an open courtyard. The building remains largely unaltered since its construction and is the oldest
continuously used dormitory at UVM. The high-style building presents several character-
defining features: its overall plan and massing; stone walls; black slate roof; dormers; parapet
gables with finials; castellated entrance pavilions; fenestration and door openings; and pressed
tin ceilings. It is constructed of rock-faced blue Rutland marble quarried in West Rutland,
Vermont.' The sills, window caps, and chimneys are of the same marble. Converse Hall retains
integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The setting
around Converse Hall has changed dramatically since 1895, and what was once an isolated
location on the edge of the campus is now developed with educational and medical buildings
dating from the mid- to late 20" century. Such development, however, is to be expected on a
university campus and does not detract from Converse Hall’s historic and architectural
significance. Indeed, such development was anticipated when the building was completed, as
noted in a June 23, 1896, article in the Burlington Free Press: “[Converse Hall] marks the

' “Commencement Notes,” The Burlington Free Press and Times, 25 June 1896, p. 6.

Section 7 page 4



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Converse Hall at the University of Vermont Chittenden County, VT
Name of Property County and State

eastern line of what, in time to come, as the University buildings multiply, will be the college
quadrangle.”” This development was planned with Converse Hall one of seventeen buildings
added to the University campus during a construction phase that began with the redesign of the
Old Mill in 1881.3

Narrative Description

Setting

Converse Hall is located within the UVM Main Campus and is adjacent to a mix of modern
buildings, open space, and parking lots. A paved sidewalk encircles the building, and a low stone
retaining wall follows the inner edge of the sidewalk at the rear and sides. The UVM Medical
Center building, located immediately northeast of Converse Hall, has a low, one-story limestone-
faced section with a curved wall that follows the sidewalk. In deference to the architectural
significance of Converse Hall, the UVM Medical Center building and other construction projects
in the surrounding area have been designed to minimize their physical and visual effects on
Converse Hall. There are parking lots to the west and north, and another campus building to the
south. Converse Hall was largely isolated from the time of its construction until the mid-
twentieth century.

Exterior

Converse Hall rises 4% stories and is symmetrical in plan with a front-facing U-shaped footprint
opening to the west. It has a brick foundation (not visible above grade), load-bearing exterior
walls constructed of masonry and faced with rusticated marble quarried in Rutland, Vermont.
The steeply pitched cross-gabled roofs are clad with black slate and terminate at curvilinear
stepped parapets. The roof also features gabled wall dormers, stone chimneys, and individual and
paired window openings that are regularly spaced. The building faces west towards the core of
the UVM Main Campus and the three blocks of the “U” form a courtyard. Each block is
connected to the adjacent block at its corner. The center block (known as the “East Block™) is
oriented north-south and measures 76 feet long and 36 feet wide. The outer blocks (known as the
“North Block” and the “South Block™) and north are oriented east-west and measure 70 feet long
and 36 feet wide. On the courtyard side, the elevation of the East Block is seven bays wide and
the North and South Blocks are each six bays wide. The west elevations of the North and South
Blocks are two bays wide. Apart from the west elevation of the East Block, which has a three-
bay-wide cross-gabled projection, each side elevation has a four-bay-wide cross-gabled
projection. These shallow wall projections are centered on each side elevation.

The courtyard facade of the East Block has a centered entryway pavilion, while the courtyard
facades of the North and South Blocks have an entryway pavilion in the second bay of the facade

2 “Converse Hall,” The Burlington Free Press and Times, 23 June 1896, p. 6.
3 “University of Vermont: A Glance at the Institution’s Improvements and Prosperity,” Burlington Weekly Free
Press, 15 August 1895, p. 5.

Section 7 page 5



United States Department of the Interior
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NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
Converse Hall at the University of Vermont Chittenden County, VT
Name of Property County and State

projection. These one-story pavilions serve as the primary entry points to the building and are
eighteen feet in height with rusticated stone bases under ashlar stone walls and crenellated
parapets. Secondary entrances to the first story are on centered the outer elevation of each block
and accessed by poured concrete steps with metal tube railings. There is a basement entryway in
the right bay of the projection on the south elevation of the South Block.

The most distinguishing feature of the building are the 12 decorative, Flemish-style, curvilinear,
stepped parapets with spring blocks and peaks terminating in finials, at each gable end and cross-
gable. On both sides of the North and South Blocks a single wall dormer with ogee-arch parapets
terminating in finials flanks each side of the projecting center bay. On both sides of the East
Block two such wall dormers flank the projecting center bay. The open-eave overhanging roofs
project from each side of the wall dormers. The upper attic story is marked by regularly-spaced
small, narrow roof dormers with steep pyramidal roofs. There are two low, rectangular chimneys
at each of the three principal roof ridges. At the juncture of the blocks, the end gables of the
center block extend into double-arch arcades that meet the end gables of the adjacent blocks.

Other architectural details include molded stone label lintels and molded door jambs at each
courtyard entryway, and stone window lintels and sills. “Converse Hall” is engraved above the
lintel of the East Block entryway, and all three courtyard entryway parapets have carved seals
over carved ribbons with mottos. The East Block entryway has the Converse family coat of arms
over the phrase “In Deo, Solo, Confido” (“In God Only I Trust”); the entryway to the South
Block has the State of Vermont seal over the phrase “Freedom, and Unity, Vermont;” and the
entryway to the North Block has the University of Vermont seal over the phrase “Sicillum,
Universitatis, Viridis Montis” (“Seal of the University, Green Mountains”). Chateauesque-style
features of the building include its monumental size, rusticated stone walls, stepped parapet
gable ends, arched wall dormers, attic dormers, finials, arched roof connectors, castellated
entrance pavilions, and label lintels and molded door jambs.

The building has aluminum-framed doors and one-over-one aluminum windows that date to
1975. The courtyard entryways have double-leaf glazed doors under large single-pane transoms,
and the secondary entryways have single-leaf glazed doors. Paired windows separated by
aluminum mullions are found in the west gable end walls of the north and south blocks and in the
bays flanking the wall projections on the west and east elevations of the center block. The rest of
the elevations have single window openings. The entryways originally had wood doors with
three vertical panels and were surmounted by wood transom windows, and the original windows
were one-over-one wood units. The replacement of the doors and windows has been the only
major alterations of the exterior of the building, and the building is well-maintained and in very
good condition.

Interior
The first, second, third and fourth story floor plans include longitudinal hallways in each block

that terminate at angled doorways leading to the rooms at each end of the blocks. There are
switchback staircases off each courtyard entryway, and switchback staircases opposite these

Section 7 page 6
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staircases on the other side of the hallways. Single dormitory rooms line the hallways, and the
end rooms contain two single rooms and one double room. There is a full, finished basement
with dormitory rooms and recreational spaces in the North and South Blocks, and utilitarian
spaces such as a laundry room, mechanical room, kitchen and offices in the basement of the East
Block. The finished attic has gathering/study spaces. Each hallway on every floor contains a
modern bathroom.

Although the original floor plan is mostly intact, most of the original interior finishes have been
covered or replaced. This includes replacement tiled entryway vestibules, replacement staircases
with vinyl or rubber treads and plain wooden stockade railings, wall-to-wall carpeting, a mix of
plaster and gypsum board walls, gypsum board ceilings, metal door casings, tiled bathrooms, and
hollow-core veneer doors. The only visible original interior finishes are the pressed tin ceilings
left exposed in many of the dormitory rooms on the third and fourth floors. Despite the
alterations, the interior of the building retains its historic feel due to the retention of the original
floor plan, angled doorways at the ends of the hallways, and high ceilings.

The original floor plan included a full finished basement. The East Block had utility rooms, a
kitchen, a living room, and three bathrooms. Half of the North Block was occupied by a
gymnasium, and the rest of the block had bathrooms. The South Block had a large two-room
Common Room with an inglenook in one of the rooms, as well as utility rooms and bathrooms.
There was a total of seven bathrooms in the basement with a variety of arrangements; three
contained two tubs and one sink, three contained three water closets and two urinals, and one
contained one of each fixture.

The first, second, third and fourth floors were originally almost identical in plan, as they are
today. The East Block had four two-room suites, each with a large study room flanked by single
residence hall rooms. The study rooms at each end of the block had back-to-back fireplaces. All
of the fireplaces have been removed, but the locations of the fireplaces are discernible due to the
chimney projections into the rooms. The North and South Blocks originally had five single
rooms and one double room off the hallway, and pairs of study rooms at the ends, which had
shared walls with back-to-back fireplaces. The third story’s center block had a center bathroom
opposite the staircase, and the other stories had a dormitory room in this space. The study rooms
have been converted into a double residence hall room and two single residence hall rooms that
are divided by a modern partition. There was originally only one staircase at each block that was
accessed via its entrance pavilion; the 1975 staircases were added within the walls of a single
residence hall room. The third-floor bathrooms each contained one bathtub, two water closets,
and one sink. The modern bathrooms are in these locations as well as in two former single rooms
in the center block.

The modern finishes date to a 1974-1975 comprehensive interior renovation of the building, and
there is more recent carpeting in some areas. The original walls were left mostly intact; partitions
were added during the renovation to create more rooms but very few original walls have been
altered. The 1975 staircases and bathrooms were created within existing single rooms.

Section 7 page 7
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Many of Converse Hall’s original interior details are depicted on the 1894 blueprints and are
shown in historic photographs of the building. The intact interiors of UVM’s 1890 Converse
Cottages, which are located at 475 and 481 Main Street at the south end of the UVM green on
the south side of Main Street, were designed by the same architecture firm as Converse Hall
(Wilson Brothers & Company) and may provide clues to the original interior features of
Converse Hall. Some of the notable features of the “Converse Cottages” include their richly
carved staircases, paneled wainscoting, heavily molded door and window casings, molded
archways, and paneled doors.

Structural Design

The structural design of Converse Hall incorporates a hybrid system consisting of an iron
internal framework and load bearing exterior masonry walls. The iron frame is supported below-
grade by spread footings constructed of brick, and the iron beams and columns are riveted
together. They support the concrete floor system on each level of the building. The ends of the
floor beams are embedded in and supported by the exterior masonry walls, which are faced with
marble.*

4 Wilson Brother & Co., Dormitory — University of Vermont, Details of Iron Work, Drawing No. 22257.
Architectural plans held by the Silver Special Collections Library, University of Vermont.

Section 7 page 8
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register

listing.)
X A.
B.
% C.
D.

Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values,
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

A.

B.

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes

Removed from its original location

. A birthplace or grave

. A cemetery

A reconstructed building, object, or structure
A commemorative property

Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years

Section 8 page 9
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Converse Hall at the University of Vermont
Name of Property

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.)
Education

Architecture

Period of Significance
1895

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Wilson Bros. & Co., Philadelphia, PA

Section 8 page 10
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any
applicable criteria considerations.)

Converse Hall on the campus of the University of Vermont is significant as an excellent example
of the Chateauesque style and stands as one of the many important buildings gifted to the
University of Vermont (UVM) by philanthropic alumni in the late nineteenth century. Built in
1895 with funds from university trustee John Heman Converse, Converse Hall was one of the
first dormitories erected by UVM and its construction came at a time when the University’s
student population began to grow significantly and educators began to reconsider the roll of
dormitory life in education.” Since its construction Converse Hall has been in constant use,
housing thousands of university students and standing as an important visual landmark on the
UVM campus. Converse Hall is locally significant under Criterion A in the area of Education;
when completed, the dormitory immediately became an important addition to the University of
Vermont’s campus, providing students housing near their classrooms and helping to foster a
sense of campus unity among the students. Converse Hall is also locally significant under
Criterion C in Architecture as a representative example of the Chateauesque style of architecture
as designed by Wilson Brothers & Company, one of Philadelphia’s most prominent architecture
and engineering firms. Chateauesque is a high style architectural form not commonly found in
Vermont. Reminiscent of the monumental sixteenth century chateaus of France, Chateauesque
buildings were commonly erected in the 1880s and 1890s by America’s millionaire class. After
its construction Converse Hall was universally praised by local figures for its architectural details
and the positive effect it had on the appearance of UVM’s campus. The period of significance for
Converse Hall is 1895 coinciding with the building’s construction; though the dormitory has
been renovated several times since its construction it has maintained its integrity and remains an
important part of the University of Vermont’s main campus in Burlington.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of
significance.)

The University of Vermont

In 1791 the Vermont General Assembly chartered the University of Vermont upon the promotion
of the establishment of a state college by politician and militia general Ira Allen. The university
opened in 1800 and in 1804 the first class of four students graduated. There was a slow but
steady growth in enrollment from then on, apart from those periods that encompassed the War of
1812 and the Civil War.

The first campus building was constructed in 1806 on the east side of what is now the University
Green. Named The College Building, this large Federal style building housed classrooms,

5 “An Auspicious Opening,” Burlington Free Press, September 26, 1895, 6.
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libraries, offices, a chapel, and student quarters.® The College Building burned down in 1824,
and in 1825, three brick buildings in close proximity to each other were constructed in its place.
North and South College were erected as dormitories, and four years later Middle College, which
housed the university chapel, lecture rooms, and library was placed between the dormitories.’
These buildings were joined together in 1846, creating what is known as “Old Mill,” a multi-
purpose building which remains standing. Other early building constructed for the university
include the 1829 Medical College building, today know as Pomeroy Hall.

In 1862 the Federal government passed Morrill Land Grant Act which provided land to fund the
creation of land grant universities whose specific purpose was to provide for the agricultural and
mechanical education of America’s citizens. Three years later, in 1865 the University of
Vermont was designated Vermont’s land grant college and became known as the University of
Vermont and State Agricultural College.® This led to an increase in the variety of courses offered
and encouraged a wider range of students to enroll at the university.

UVM’s greatest period of expansion coincided with the growth of Burlington itself, which by the
1870s had become a critical lumber port, linking the vast forests of Ontario and Quebec with
marketplaces in New York City and Boston. Thousands of people came to the city looking for
work and dense neighborhoods were built by the rapidly growing middle class.” The growing
population and growing wealth of Burlington encouraged more individuals to attend college. The
university grew, and with the city expanding professors could be more readily encouraged to live
and work in Vermont.

While Burlington expanded, UVM experienced new leadership in the form of Matthew Buckham
who served as president from 1871 until his death in 1910, the longest term in the school’s
history. Buckham presided over significant changes at the university; in addition to the growing
enrollment, between 1871 and 1910 the curriculum expanded to include more agricultural and
engineering courses, women were granted admission for the first time, and a number of critical
buildings were erected largely with funding provided by philanthropic alumni.!® The building
boom overseen by Buckham lasted from 1881 to 1907 and is largely responsible for the present
shape of the UVM Campus. Building’s erected under Buckham’s tenure include the 1884
Medical College building which burned in 1903, Billings Library (1885), which was designed by
prominent architect Henry Hobson Richardson; Commons Hall (1885) a dining hall replaced in
1930 by the Robert Hull Fleming Museum, three houses for professors presently known as the
Converse Cottages at 475 and 481 Main Street and Mansfield House at 2 Colchester Avenue
(1890), Perkins Hall (1891), Converse Hall (1895), Williams Science Hall (1896), the Justin

¢ Mary Jo Llewellyn and Thomas Visser, “Old Mill,” The University of Vermont Campus Treasures, Electronic
Document: http://www.uvm.edu/campus/oldmill/oldmillhistory.html.

" Ibid.

8 “The New College,” Vermont Journal, November 11, 1865, 4.

% Britta Tonn, Kaitlin O’Shea and Nicole Benjamin-Ma, “The University Green Historic District,” Vermont Division
For Historic Preservation Inventory/Nomination Form, section 8 page 33.

10 Universitas Viridis Montis, 1791-1991: An exhibition of documents and artifacts telling the story of the
University of Vermont. (Can’t get citation info need to go to Library)
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Morrill Drill Hall gymnasium now the Royall Tyler Theater (1901), Dewey Hall (1905) and
Morrill Hall (1907). Most of these newly constructed buildings utilized high style architecture
and their appearance reflected the growing status of the university and its wealthy alumni.

Converse Hall

Built amid the University’s construction boom of the late nineteenth century, Converse Hall was
the gift of UVM alumni and trustee John Heman Converse. Born in Burlington and a member of
the class of 1861, Converse made his fortune working for the Baldwin Locomotive Works in
Philadelphia.!' In 1885 John Converse was appointed trustee to the University of Vermont and
following this he donated extensively to the university, funding the construction of the Converse
Cottages and Mansfield House in 1890. Soon after, Converse funded the construction of a new
dormitory, Converse Hall, which was built between 1893-1894 and opened in 1895.!2

President Buckham announced plans to erect Converse Hall at the commencement ceremony for
the class of 1892 and work started the next year.'* Converse Hall was deliberately sited near the
Mary Fletcher Hospital (now the UVM Medical Center), a location which commanded attractive
views of the College Green, Green Mountains and Adirondack Mountains.'* The Wilson
Brothers & Company of Philadelphia architecture firm designed Converse Hall in the
Chateauesque style, a high style architectural form which was in vogue in the late nineteenth
century. When it was completed the building cost $125,000 and contained eighty-nine bedrooms,
forty-eight sitting rooms, and a suite of six rooms in the basement to be occupied by the janitor. !>
An article in the September 10, 1895, edition of the Burlington Free Press noted that the
building was ready for the fall semester, and called the residence hall “A Veritable Palace,” and
“one of the handsomest and best furnished college dormitory buildings to be seen on the
American continent...An inspection of the building makes one wish he were to begin his college
career again amid such beautiful surroundings.”!® Converse Hall was furnished by the John
Wanamaker store, Philadelphia’s most prominent department store.!” The study rooms were
furnished with tables, bookcases, sofas and chairs, and the bedrooms included washstands. The
tables, bookcases chairs, dressers and washstands were all oak construction, and the couches
were upholstered with dark green leather.!® Students were not allowed to paste or nail pictures
into the walls, keep dogs, use horns or other noisy instruments, throw or kick balls in the
building, or play musical instruments except between 1:00 and 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays and
weekdays between 5:00 and 8:00 p.m.'® After its completion, all male students who wished to
occupy the dormitives were required to live in Converse Hall unless the demonstrated a specific

11 “Sudden Death of John Converse,” Burlington Weekly Free Press, May 10, 1910. 12.
12 Commencement Day,” Burlington Weekly Free Press, June 26, 1885, 14.

13 “End of Commencement,” Burlington Free Press, July 7, 1892, 10.

14 “Two Splendid Structures,” Burlington Free Press, October 10, 1894, 6.

15 «“City News,” Burlington Free Press, June 20, 1895, 6.

16 «“A Veritable Palace,” Burlington Free Press, September 10, 1895, 6.

17 Ibid.

18 Ibid.

19 Tbid.
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need to live in one of the older dormitories.?’ The university took this opportunity to extensively
remodel the old dormitories but reaffirmed to students the belief that Converse Hall offered
quarters which “on the grounds of comfort, health, and orderly habits are well adapted to student
life.”?! Students at the University of Vermont felt similarly about Converse Hall, writing in the
1897 Ariel yearbook that the construction of Converse Hall was an improvement to the social
life of college and provided students an opportunity “to enjoy the comforts and cultivate the
amenities of a more orderly social life than has commonly prevailed in College dormitories.
In the decades which followed Converse Hall became an important center of student life at
UVM.

9922

Once students moved into Converse Hall, they quickly organized clubs and other group
activities. The Converse Hall Club formed in 1900 and its members worked to organize an
orchestra and gather funds to subscribe to magazines and rent a piano.?* Soon afterwards, the
residents of Converse Hall and Old Mill organized baseball and football teams which competed
against each other in leagues that also included student organizations from other parts of the
University.?* These organized activities helped build a college spirit at UVM and fostered
friendships among the young men who lived in Converse Hall.

Converse Hall has been used continually used as a dormitory since its construction, the only
exceptions being during the World Wars. During World War I the United States Signal Corps
took over Converse Hall, converting the dormitory into a barracks. Starting in September of
1917, 112 soldiers lived in Converse Hall and were trained in radio operation on UVM’s
campus.? These soldiers remained on campus for the duration of the war. When America
entered World War II, Converse Hall was again used to house soldiers undergoing training at
UVM.?® Starting in 1942 men entering the army flying service trained in Burlington, learning a
variety of skills including basic flying and more advanced glider flying tactics.?’ As it had after
World War I, following the end of World War II Converse Hall returned to being a dormitory.

During its lifetime, Converse Hall has been remodeled on multiple occasions and its interior
arrangement has been extensively altered. In 1926 middle wing of Converse Hall was plastered
while its ceilings were covered with stamped tin and the fireplaces were blocked up.?® In 1938,
as part of a WPA program, Converse Hall was again remodeled. A cafeteria was installed in the
dormitory’s south wing while many of the rooms and the dormitory’s overall floor plan were

20 Ibid.

2 Ibid.

22 Henry Wallace Clark ed., The Ariel (Burlington: Free Printers Association, 1897), 174.

23 “University Notes,” Burlington Free Press October 31, 1900, 5.

24 University Notes,” Burlington Free Press, May 8, 1902, 5.

25 “Signal Corps Men Arrive,” Burlington Free Press, September 26, 1917, 8.

26 “Converse Hall Used For Barracks,” Burlington Free Press, July 30, 1942, 12.

27 “Army Takes Over Jurisdiction of Advanced Pilot Training Enrollment in Burlington,” Burlington Free Press
August 3, 1942, 9.

28 “University Buildings Undergo Repairs and Extensive Alterations,” The Vermont Cynic, September 28, 1926, 4.
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remodeled by the workers.? The next significant renovation project at Converse Hall took place
from 1974-1975, when all of the windows and doors were replaced and the interior of the
building underwent a comprehensive renovation. Alterations included the division of some of the
suite and study rooms into new residence rooms, the addition of a second staircase in each block,
and the covering or removal of most of the historic finishes and the removal of all of the
fireplaces and staircase features. Otherwise, the historic floor plan is intact, and some rooms
maintain pressed tin ceilings from the 1926 renovation. The interior of the building retains its
1975 appearance.

The decision to build Converse Hall reflects a growing shift in university life that manifested
during the latter parts of the nineteenth century. In the early nineteenth century dormitories were
primarily erected by universities whose campuses were in rural settings where alternative
lodgings were scarce.>® Where possible, universities left housing up to students, many of whom
ultimately boarded in private residences. By the late nineteenth century, the idea of
environmental determinism began to play a larger role in educational theory. University leaders
began to see housing as part of the collegiate mission, and that bringing students together on
campus would ultimately produce more well-rounded graduates.*' Students were also in favor of
dormitories, arguing that communal living helped foster a college spirit.>?> At UVM, students
even pushed for all first year students should be mandated to live in Converse Hall.** The
students argued that dorm life gave young men experience with living communally, placed them
at the heart of campus activities in a way living downtown did not allow, discouraged snobbery
and clannishness, and helped to foster a unifying spirit.** These factors likely influenced John
Converse’s decision to fund the construction of a dormitory. In 1895 the University of
Vermont’s freshman class numbered seventy-eight students, considered at the time to be a large
class, the student body likely could have been absorbed by boarding houses in Burlington.*
Rather than solely a pragmatic response to the growing student population, Converse Hall’s
construction should be viewed as part of a broader shift in educational values experienced by the
university and by universities across the country.

Architectural Analysis

Converse Hall is an excellent example of the Chateauesque style of architecture and a rare
example of this style in Vermont. The Chateauesque style was used in the United States from
1880-1910, primarily in mansions, large institutional buildings, schools, hospitals, and

2 “Men’s Dormitory Being Remodeled,” Burlington Free Press, February 7, 1938, 8.

30 Elyse Martin, “The Evolution of the College Dorm Chronicles how Colleges Became Less White and Male,”
Smithsonian Magazine, February 11, 2019, https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/history-college-dorms-
180971457/.

31 Ibid.

32 Frederick Rudolph, The American College and University, A History (Athens: University of Georgia Press 2011),
100.

33 “Fill the Dorm,” The Vermont Cynic, April 22, 1908, 4.

34 Ibid.

35 “Bradford Village and Town,” The United Opinion, November 8, 1895, 1.
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government buildings.*® The style was popularized in 1895 when Richard Morris Hunt designed
the Chateauesque mansion Biltmore in Asheville, North Carolina for George Vanderbilt.
Chateauesque buildings emulate the style of sixteenth century French chateaus. The form of
these palatial manors was seized upon by the new American gilded class who used Chateauesque
to express their wealth in a monumental architectural form. As a result of the form’s association
with the gilded class and its extremely detailed composition, Chateauesque buildings are not
commonly seen and only a small number are present in Vermont.

Chateauesque buildings are almost universally composed of stone and commonly feature steeply
pitched hipped roof; busy roof line with many vertical elements including spire, pinnacles,
turrets, gables, and shaped chimneys, multiple dormers, and wall dormers extending through the
cornice lines.?” The style also employs small attic dormers. Chateauesque-style features of
Converse Hall include the masonry walls, which are composed of marble laid in irregular
courses and feature sizable stone quoins at the corners. The dormitory features a steeply pitched
multi-gable roof system with regularly spaced attic dormers. The building’s most significant
Chateauseque features are the castellated parapets which cap the entryways, and wall dormers.
The castellated parapets are all capped with decorative pinnacles. Each of the dormitory’s
entryways feature a detailed stone door surround composed of dressed stone.

Converse Hall is one of only three known buildings of the Chateauesque style in Burlington. The
others are the 1895 Richardson Building, a commercial structure at the southeast corner of
Church and Pearl Streets that was designed by architects Withers and Dickson of New York, and
the Burlington Savings Bank (now Citizens Bank) at the northeast corner of St. Paul Street and
College Street that was designed by W.R.B. Willcox in 1900. Elsewhere, Le Chateau, which was
constructed in 1925 at Middlebury College as a French language residence hall with classrooms,
dining hall and offices. utilizes the Chateauseque style.

Converse Hall is also significant as it was designed by a prominent Philadelphia architectural and
engineering firm, Wilson Brothers & Company. At UVM, this firm designed Converse Hall,
Williams Science Hall, and the Converse Cottages. Their other two Vermont buildings are the
1898 Masonic Temple at 1 Church Street in Burlington, and the 1886 Norman Williams Library
in Woodstock. As with Converse Hall, all of these buildings employed stone quarried in
Vermont and are elaborate examples of Victorian styles. The Williams Science Hall is also a
monumental building with elaborate details and has steep roofs and ornate end gables like
Converse Hall.

Wilson Brothers & Co. Architectural Firm

The Wilson Brothers & Company architecture firm practiced in Philadelphia from 1876-1902
and was the partnership of civil engineers and brothers Joseph and John Wilson, and Frederick

36 “Chateauesque Style 1860-1910,” PHMC Pennsylvania Architectural Field Guide,
http://www.phmec.state.pa.us/portal/communities/architecture/styles/chateauesque.html.
37 Virginia Savage McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2014), 474.
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Thorn. The partners had all practiced as civil engineers for the Pennsylvania Railroad until the
formation of their architectural firm. During its existence the firm designed hundreds of
buildings and structures, mostly in the Philadelphia area, such as institutional and commercial
buildings (including early examples of skyscrapers), hotels, railroad stations and sheds, industrial
buildings, bridges, apartment buildings, and single-family residences. Converse Hall may have
been the firm’s only college dormitory. Another example of a large residential building by
Wilson Brothers & Company is the 1885 Romanesque “Presbyterian Home For Aged Couples
And Aged Men,” which is also constructed of rusticated stone and, like Converse Hall, has a
central block with side blocks, castellated parapets, and steep roofs with multiple dormers.

John Converse likely became familiar with Wilson Brothers & Company during the 1860s while
he and the Wilson Brothers all worked for the Pennsylvania Railroad. Converse later hired the
firm to design both his primary residence in Rosemont, Pennsylvania (1882), and his summer
cottage at the New Jersey shore. In 1890 Converse hired the firm to design the Converse
Cottages and Manstfield House at UVM’s campus.

Richard Smith states in his thesis, “The Wilson Brothers & Co. in Vermont: a Social and
Architectural History,” that the firm’s Vermont buildings represent the state’s introduction to the
late nineteenth century trend for monumental, highly-engineered buildings of dramatic
European-influenced designs, and that Converse Hall could be considered comparable in scale
and aesthetics to late nineteenth century dormitories at prominent institutions of higher education
such as the University of Pennsylvania. He goes on to say that Converse Hall “exudes an even
greater sense of order and rationality” than these other dormitories.

Smith’s thesis provides a detailed explanation for the significance of the firm and its influence on
Vermont architecture, stating that “They cemented the fact that technologically advanced
monumental cosmopolitan and suburban architecture had penetrated the State’s towns...The
Wilson Brothers & Co.’s works marked a clear departure from existing Burlington and
Woodstock architectural trends.” This new type of architecture was employed in the late
nineteenth century buildings of many universities and college across America. Smith also
purports that Wilson Brothers & Company were also a significant firm as they provided by
architectural and engineering services, which married “both structure and form more
intelligently...which was offset by the firm’s careful application of rich ornament and lively
sculptural architectural details.”

In 1899 the firm expanded to include newly minted partners Henry Wilson, John McArthur
Harris and Howard Richard. Not long after in 1902, Joseph Wilson passed away and the firm
was ultimately renamed Harris and Richards.

Conclusion

Converse Hall is a critical building to understanding the history of the University of Vermont.

Built at a time of changing educational theory, the building utilized a monumental architectural
form to provide students with a setting appropriate for furthering their education and developing
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college spirit. For over 120 years Converse Hall has served as a dormitory and the building’s
exterior has been minimally changed since its construction in 1895. The building’s use of the
Chateauesque style reflects the growing wealth of UVM’s alumni and their desire to give back to
their alma mater in the form of monumental architectural edifices. The building stands as a
monument to trustee John Converse and the use of Chateauesque clearly demonstrates his wealth
and desire to leave the University of Vermont with a visually striking home for future
generations of students.
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Acreage of Property Less than one acre
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Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrees)

Datum if other than WGS84:

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)

1. Latitude: 44.478337 Longitude: -73.194446

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The boundary of Converse Hall is the footprint of the building. It is wholly located within the
University of Vermont Main Campus.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

Although Converse Hall was constructed within a two+ acre parcel acquired by the
University of Vermont in 1894, this parcel is now contiguous with the rest of the campus.
The footprint of the building is sufficient to convey its historic significance.

11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Paula Sagerman, Historic Preservation Consultant

organization: for the University of Vermont Department of Campus Planning Services
street & number: P.O. Box 365

city or town: Brattleboro state: VT zip code: 05302

e-mail: pj.sage@live.com

telephone: 802-345-1092

date: December 2016
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.

e Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources. Key all photographs to this map.

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger. Key all photographs
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to
the photograph number on the photo log. For simplicity, the name of the photographer,
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on
every photograph.

Photo Log

Name of Property: Converse Hall

City or Vicinity: Burlington

County: Chittenden State: VT

Photographer: Paula Sagerman

Date Photographed: July 2016 (unless otherwise noted)

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of
camera:

1 of 8: Facing northeast setting of Converse Hall. Converse Hall is in center of photo
(October 2014)
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2 of 8: Facing southeast

3 of 8: Facing east toward center block

4 of 8: Facing east toward front (west) elevations (October 2014)
5 of 8: Facing northwest

6 of 8: Facing northwest toward rear (east) elevations

7 of 8: Facing east toward main entrance at center block

8 of 8: Example of former study with preserved tin ceiling and fireplace projection
The October 2014 photographs were used as these views were not available in 2016 due to
construction fencing.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460
et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including

time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior,
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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DESIGN ADVISORY BOARD
Tuesday December 8, 2020 3:00 PM
REMOTE MEETING

Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/|/89488285114?pwd=T XRPK3claFE3QU42cUZvSVRmMS31Xdz09
Webinar ID: 894 8828 5114
Passcode: 923553
Or Telephone: +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 312 626 6799 or +1 669 900 6833 or
+1 253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799

Agenda

Session | —3:00 PM - 3:30 PM

1. 21-0517CA; 178 Locust Terrace (RL, Ward 5S) Dawn and Darren Moskowitz
Replace a single hung window with a triple mulled window unit on a historical
residential structure.

Session Il —3:30 PM - 4:00 PM
2. 2021 Design Advisory Board Calendar

Session 111 = 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM

3. Historic Preservation Review Committee Meeting
Converse Hall nomination to the National Register of Historic Places

The programs and services of the City of Burlington are accessible to people with disabilities. Individuals who require special arrangements
to participate are encouraged to contact the Department of Permitting & Inspections at least 72 hours in advance so that proper
accommodations can be arranged. For information call 865-7188.

Non-Discrimination

The City of Burlington will not tolerate unlawful harassment or discrimination on the basis of political or religious affiliation, race,
color, national origin, place of birth, ancestry, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, veteran status, disability,
HIV positive status, crime victim status or genetic information. The City is also committed to providing proper access to services,
facilities, and employment opportunities. For accessibility information or alternative formats, please contact Human Resources

Department at (802) 540-2505.
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Five Sisters Neighborhood Survey Report
October 15,2008

Page 32 of 36
58 Locust St. 1949 C George & Therese Houle
88 Locust St. 1948 C Harold R. Westover =
100 Locust St. 1952 C Burton & Gwendolyn Landman
106 Locust St. 1951 C 1951: Vacant
1954: Rene Bedard
136 Locust St. (& Christ the King Church & School
143 Locust St. 1938 C Thornton T. & Ella M. Penrose
149 Locust St. 1938 C Thomas G. & Constance E. Lumbra
155 Locust St. 1938 C Charles S. & Anita M. Upjohn
161 Locust St. 1938 C R.W. & Margaret C. Miller
142 | Locust Terr. 1950 C Clyde & Jeanne Burdick
143 Locust Terr. 1958 C Omer & Seraphia Lascelles
147 Locust Terr. 1950 C Philip & Maxine Griffith
148 Locust Terr. 1956 C Clement & Florence Drolette
153 Locust Terr. 1949 c Carl & Mary Lacillade
154 Locust Terr. 1949 C Henry & Ruth Rook
159 Locust Terr. 1949 C Philip & Eileen Kelsall
160 Locust Terr. 1949 NC | Alterations Jason & Alma Bombard
165 Locust Terr. 1955 C Alcee & Margaret Campbell
166 Locust Terr. 1950 C Paul & Liola Blais
172 Locust Terr. “1951 C Dorothy & Donald Bessette
173 Locust Terr. 1959 NC | Alterations Roland & Edith Davis
177 Locust Terr. 1954 C Charles & Marion Purington
178 Locust Terr. 1956 C Robert & Elizabeth Kelley
184 Locust Terr. 1950 C Louis & Cecil Hall
185 Locust Terr. 1950 C Wallace & Nancy Gross
189 Locust Terr. 1950 NC | Alterations John & Lorraine Churma
190 Locust Terr. 1952 NC | Alterations Lawrence & Bertha Hayes
191 Locust Terr. 1955 C Raymond & Lucille Plankey
196 Locust Terr. 1959 NC | Alterations Catherine Thibodeau
4 Margaret 1935 C Bernard Cohen
19 Margaret 1937 C Alfred Morrill
9 Marian 1942 C Lawrence Beaman & Carl Macomber
16 Marian 1938 C Leo & Helen Sullivan
17 Marian 1935 C Clifford Smith & Ralph Herrin
21 Marian 1934 C Ralph P. Shaw
25 Shelburne 1929 C Buel B. Baldwin
29 Shelburne 1930 C William J. Humphrey
35 Shelburne 1929 C 1929: Vacant
1930: Richard H. Spear
43 Shelburne 1939 C Christ The King Rectory
463-465 | St. Paul 1925 C #463: Butcher shop: Standard Meat Market
#465: Grocery store: J.T. Connor Co.
463 %2 | St. Paul 1927 & Barber shop: Arthur St. Germain
467 St. Paul c. 1919 (& John H. Wilcox
469 St. Paul 1925 C Russell D. Horne
475477 | St. Paul 1923 C #475: Vacant
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MEMORANDUM

To: The Design Advisory Board

From: Ryan Morrison, Associate Planner
RE: ZP21-0517CA; 178 Locust Terrace
Date: December 8, 2020

File: 21-0517CA

Location: 178 Locust Terrace

Zone: RL Ward: 5S

Parking District: Neighborhood

Date application accepted: November 13, 2020

Owner / Applicant: Dawn & Darren Moskowitz / Shawn Sweeney

Request: Replace a single hung window with a triple mulled window unit on a historic
residential structure.

Background:

e Zoning Permit 21-0373CA,; rear mudroom and screened-in porch addition, replacement
windows. October 2020.

Overview: The applicant proposes to replace a single hung window on the side of the existing
single family residence with a triple mulled window unit. This particular window is on the south
side of the house, first level, and can be seen from the public street and neighboring properties.

The home, built c. 1956, is listed as a contributing historic resource within the Five Sisters
Neighborhood Survey Report (2008). Because of this historic status, the proposed alteration to
the existing window appearances triggers the review criteria of Sec. 5.4.8 Historic Buildings and
Sites.

Part 1: Land Division Design Standards
No land division is proposed as part of this application. Not applicable.

Part 2: Site Plan Design Standards
Sec. 6.2.2 Review Standards

(@) Protection of Important Natural Features:
No changes to the site are proposed.

(b) Topographical Alterations:

No topographical alterations are proposed.

The programs and services of the City of Burlington are accessible to people with disabilities. For
accessibility information call 865-7188 (for TTY users 865-7142).



(c) Protection of Important Public Views:
There are no protected important views from or through this property. Not applicable.

(d) Protection of Important Cultural Resources:

Burlington’s architectural and cultural heritage shall be protected through sensitive and
respectful redevelopment, rehabilitation, and infill. Archeological sites likely to yield
information important to the city’s or the region’s pre-history or history shall be evaluated,
documented, and avoided whenever feasible. Where the proposed development involves sites
listed or eligible for listing on a state or national register of historic places, the applicant
shall meet the applicable development and design standards pursuant to Sec. 5.4.8(b).

See Section 5.4.8, below.

(e) Supporting the Use of Renewable Energy Resources:

No part of this application precludes the use of wind, solar, water, geothermal or other renewable
energy resource.

(f)  Brownfield Sites:
This address is not listed on the Vermont DEC website for identified Brownfields.

(g) Provide for nature's events:

Special attention shall be accorded to stormwater runoff so that neighboring properties
and/or the public stormwater drainage system are not adversely affected. All development and
site disturbance shall follow applicable city and state erosion and stormwater management
guidelines in accordance with the requirements of Art 5, Sec 5.5.3.

Design features which address the effects of rain, snow, and ice at building entrances, and to
provisions for snow and ice removal or storage from circulation areas shall also be
incorporated.

The covered front entry will remain as-is.

(h) Building Location and Orientation:
No changes proposed.

(1)  Vehicular Access:
Access will remain as existing, a driveway off Locust Terrace.

() Pedestrian Access:
Pedestrian access will remain as-is.

(k)  Accessibility for the Handicapped:

The building inspector has jurisdiction over ADA requirements. By his direction and per
Chapter 8 of the Burlington Code of Ordinances, 4 to 14 units must provide 1 accessible unit.
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Parking and Circulation:

Parking and circulation will remain as-is.

(m) Landscaping and Fences:
No new landscaping or fencing is proposed.

(n)

Public Plazas and Open Space:

There are no public plazas required.

(0)

Outdoor Lighting:

Where exterior lighting is proposed the applicant shall meet the lighting performance
standards as per Sec 5.5.2.

No changes to exterior lighting are proposed.

(P)

Integrate infrastructure into the design:

Exterior storage areas, machinery and equipment installations, service and loading areas,
utility meters and structures, mailboxes, and similar accessory structures shall utilize
setbacks, plantings, enclosures and other mitigation or screening methods to minimize their
auditory and visual impact on the public street and neighboring properties to the extent
practicable.

Utility and service enclosures and screening shall be coordinated with the design of the
principal building, and should be grouped in a service court away from public view. On-site
utilities shall be place underground whenever practicable. Trash and recycling bins and
dumpsters shall be located, within preferably, or behind buildings, enclosed on all four (4)
sides to prevent blowing trash, and screened from public view.

Any development involving the installation of machinery or equipment which emits heat,
vapor, fumes, vibration, or noise shall minimize, insofar as practicable, any adverse impact
on neighboring properties and the environment pursuant to the requirements of Article 5,
Part 4 Performance Standards.

No new, or revisions to, existing infrastructure are proposed.

Part 3: Architectural Design Standards
Sec. 6.3.2 Review Standards

()

1.

Relate development to its environment:

Massing, Height and Scale:

Not applicable. No changes are proposed.

2.

Roofs and Rooflines.

Not applicable. No roofing changes are proposed.



3. Building Openings

The proposed change to the south side of the home (first story) will see the existing single hung
window replaced with a triple mulled window unit. A zoning permit was recently approved to
replace several other windows on the house, but those replacement windows do not change the
appearance or the configuration of the existing windows, with the exception of the infill of one
window to accommodate the placement of a new kitchen stove. No other changes are proposed.

(b) Protection of Important Architectural Resources:

Burlington’s architectural and cultural heritage shall be protected through sensitive and
respectful redevelopment, rehabilitation, and infill. Where the proposed development involves
buildings listed or eligible for listing on a state or national register of historic places, the
applicant shall meet the applicable development and design standards pursuant to Sec. 5.4.8.
The introduction of new buildings to a historic district listed on a state or national register of
historic places shall make every effort to be compatible with nearby historic buildings.

See Section 5.4.8, below.

(c) Protection of Important Public Views:
There are no protected important views from this property. Not applicable.

(d) Provide an active and inviting street edge:
No changes are proposed that would alter the active and inviting street edge.

() Quality of materials:

All development shall maximize the use of highly durable building materials that extend the
life cycle of the building, and reduce maintenance, waste, and environmental impacts. Such
materials are particularly important in certain highly trafficked locations such as along
major streets, sidewalks, loading areas, and driveways. Efforts to incorporate the use of
recycled content materials and building materials and products that are extracted and/or
manufactured within the region are highly encouraged.

The applicant proposes full wooden-cored windows, which are an acceptable and required
window material (wood) for contributing historic structures.

(H  Reduce energy utilization:

All new construction shall meet the Guidelines for Energy Efficient Construction pursuant to the
requirements of Article V1. Energy Conservation, Section 8 of the City of Burlington Code of
Ordinances.

() Make advertising features complementary to the site:
No signage is proposed or anticipated for the existing single family use.

(h) Integrate infrastructure into the building design:
See Section 6.2.2. (p), above.



(1) Make spaces secure and safe:

Redevelopment is subject to all applicable building and life safety codes as defined by the
Burlington’s Building Inspector and the Fire Marshal.

Sec. 5.4.8 Historic Buildings and Sites

The City seeks to preserve, maintain, and enhance those aspects of the city having historical,
architectural, archaeological, and cultural merit. Specifically, these regulations seek to
achieve the following goals:

To preserve, maintain and enhance Burlington’s historic character, scale,
architectural integrity, and cultural resources;

To foster the preservation of Burlington’s historic and cultural resources as part of an
attractive, vibrant, and livable community in which to live, work and visit;

To promote a sense of community based on understanding the city’s historic growth
and development, and maintaining the city’s sense of place by protecting its historic
and cultural resources; and,

To promote the adaptive re-use of historic buildings and sites.

(a)Applicability:
These regulations shall apply to all buildings and sites in the city that are listed, or
eligible for listing, on the State or National Register of Historic Places.

As such, a building or site may be found to be eligible for listing on the state or national
register of historic places and subject to the provisions of this section if all of the
following conditions are present:

1.
2.

3.

The building is 50 years old or older;

The building or site is deemed to possess significance in illustrating or interpreting
the heritage of the City, state or nation in history, architecture, archeology,
technology and culture because one or more of the following conditions is present:

A. Association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of history; or,

B. Association with the lives of persons significant in the past; or,

C. Embodiment of distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or representation of the work of a master, or possession of high
artistic values, or representation of a significant or distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction; or,

D. Maintenance of an exceptionally high degree of integrity, original site orientation
and virtually all character defining elements intact; or,

E. Yielding, or may be likely to yield, information important to prehistory; and,

The building or site possess a high degree of integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association



The home at Locust Terrace is listed as a contributing structure within the Five Sisters
Neighborhood Survey (2008). See attached listing sheet. Therefore, the standards of Section
5.4.8 apply to the replacement windows.

(b) Standards and Guidelines:

The following development standards, following the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for the Treatment of Historic Properties, shall be used in the review of all applications
involving historic buildings and sites subject to the provisions of this section and the
requirements for Design Review in Art 3, Part 4. The Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards are basic principles created to help preserve the distinctive character of a
historic building and its site. They are a series of concepts about maintaining, repairing
and replacing historic features, as well as designing new additions or making alterations.
These Standards are intended to be applied in a reasonable manner, taking into
consideration economic and technical feasibility.

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires
minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.

The property will continue its historic residential use.

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of
distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that
characterize a property will be avoided.

The proposal will alter the existing window pattern on the first floor (south side) of the
historic structure. This represents a conflict with the historic preservation standards of
this section and is a visible change to the historic character of the property.

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use.
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural
features or elements from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.

The proposal does not involve changes that create a false sense of historic development.

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will
be retained and preserved.

No such changes are proposed.

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.

As noted above, a permit was obtained recently to replace several windows on the home
with windows of the same size and appearance. That application also included the
proposed window replacement under consideration here, but for purposes of moving
work along, the applicant opted to submit a second application specifically for this
window replacement due to the additional review required for historic preservation
purposes.

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity
of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will
match the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials recognizing that



new technologies may provide an appropriate alternative in order to adapt to ever
changing conditions and provide for an efficient contemporary use. Replacement of
missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.

Not applicable. No claim of deterioration is mentioned here in this application.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest
means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.

No chemical or physical treatments are proposed. Not applicable.

8. Archeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources
must be disturbed, mitigation measures will be undertaken.

There are no identified archaeological resources at this location. Not applicable.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic
materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new
work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the historic
materials, features, size, scale, and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of
the property and its environment.

The spatial relationship and feature of the subject window will clearly be altered, thus
conflicting with these historic preservation standards. The overall goal here is to
maintain original appearances and materials, and going from a single hung window to
a triple mulled unit strays from that goal. It must be noted, however, that there are
several double mulled window units on nearby homes — see attached Google Maps
image). The DAB should determine whether or not this change will be a detriment to
the historic character of the structure.

10.New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic
property and its environment would be unimpaired.

Not applicable.

Items for the Board’s consideration:

Is the proposed change from a single hung window to a triple mulled unit warranted, and
will it diminish a historic characteristic of the structure.

A similar request was recently heard by the DAB to replace a triple mulled window unit
with a single picture window, albeit of the same size as the triple mulled unit. This was
on a State Historic Register home at 20 Ludwig Court (that application can be seen here -
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/DP1/DAB/Agendas — July 28, 2020 DAB meeting packet).
The DAB voted unanimously to recommend denial based on the change to the existing
window appearance, but did approve of a triple mulled casement window unit (with
horizontal dividing bars to replicate the appearace of double hung windows).
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DESIGN ADVISORY BOARD
Tuesday December 8, 2020
Remote Meeting via Zoom
Present: Eric Morrow, Matt Bushey, Ron Wanamaker, Karyn Norwood, Jay White (alternate)
Staff present: Mary O’Neil, Ryan Morrison

Session | —3:00 PM - 3:30 PM

1. 21-0517CA; 178 Locust Terrace (RL, Ward 5S) Dawn and Darren Moskowitz
Replace a single hung window with a triple mulled window unit on a residential structure listed
within the Five Sisters neighborhood (New Harlem).

Attendees: Shawn Sweeney, Austin Sweeney

Motion by Jay White: | move we approve the application as presented.
2" _ Karyn Norwood

Vote 5-0.

Motion carries.

2. 2021 Calendar
Motion by Ron Wanamaker to adopt the 2021 Calendar.
2"d- Matthew Bushey
Vote 5-0
Motion carries.

3. Historic Preservation Review Committee
All members present: Matthew Bushey, Ron Wanamaker, Karyn Norwood

Review of the draft nomination for Converse Hall (10 University Place) to the National Register of
Historic Places.

HPRC enthusiastically and unanimously recommends forwarding the nomination to the Vermont
Advisory Council for Historic Preservation, with the following recommendations:

1.

2.

Recommendation to correct address to recognized GIS parcel address (10 University Place,
versus 75 Colchester Avenue)

Include historic photographs to illustrate the original context of the building in a more rural
setting. UVM has some photos posted on their website:
uvm.edu/~campus/converse/conversehistory.html.

The HPRC committee recommends notation of state-wide significance of this building.

The HPRC notes that previous review for 111 Colchester Avenue (Medical Center Hospital of
Vermont, Miller Wing) and for the connected dormitories at UVM included consideration of
Converse Hall and its view shed within the east/west corridor of the campus. Revisions to
those plans were made to protect the view of Converse Hall from the west, preserving its
orientation and prominence.

The programs and services of the City of Burlington are accessible to people with disabilities.
Individuals who require special arrangements to participate are encouraged to contact the Department of Planning & Zoning at least
72 hours in advance so that proper accommodations can be arranged. For information call 865-7188 (TTY users: 865-7142).



