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Monday, November 10, 2025, 6:00 PM, Bushor Conference Room 1st Floor, City Hall
OR REMOTELY via ZOOM

When: Nov 10, 2025 06:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Topic: Charter Change Committee Meeting

Join from PC, Mac, iPad, or Android:
https://zoom.us/j/98149736185?pwd=xXIObfVMCGagcZ8n2WG2ET0eNiSnCa.1
Passcode: 956888

Phone one-tap:
+19292056099,,98149736185#,,,,¥956888# US (New York)
+13017158592,,98149736185#,,,,¥956888# US (Washington DC)

Join via audio:

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 305 224 1968 US

+1 309 205 3325 US

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 931 3860 US

+1 507 473 4847 US

+1 564 217 2000 US

+1 669 444 9171 US

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 689 278 1000 US

+1 719 359 4580 US

+1 253 205 0468 US

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 360 209 5623 US

+1 386 347 5053 US

Webinar ID: 981 4973 6185
Passcode: 956888

International numbers available: https://zoom.us/u/abMuU72dL9U

1. Agenda

1.1. Motion to amend/adopt agenda

2. Public Forum

Subject 2.1. Verbal Comments

Meeting November 10, 2025 - Charter Change Committee Meeting - Monday, November 10,
2025, 6:00 PM, Bushor Conference Room 1st Floor, City Hall OR REMOTELY via ZOOM

Category 2. Public Forum

Department Council and Board

Type
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3. Adding the REIB Department to the Charter Discussion

Subject 3.1. Adding the REIB Department to the Charter Discussion

Meeting November 10, 2025 - Charter Change Committee Meeting - Monday, November 10,
2025, 6:00 PM, Bushor Conference Room 1st Floor, City Hall OR REMOTELY via ZOOM

Category 3. Adding the REIB Department to the Charter Discussion
Department Council and Board
Type

Recommended Action

4. City Council Authority to Pledge Credit Charter Discussion

Subject 4.1. City Council Authority to Pledge Credit Charter Discussion

Meeting November 10, 2025 - Charter Change Committee Meeting - Monday, November 10,
2025, 6:00 PM, Bushor Conference Room 1st Floor, City Hall OR REMOTELY via ZOOM

Category 4. City Council Authority to Pledge Credit Charter Discussion
Department Council and Board
Type

Recommended Action

5. General Fund Tax Fairness Discussion

Subject 5.1. General Fund Tax Fairness Discussion

Meeting November 10, 2025 - Charter Change Committee Meeting - Monday, November 10,
2025, 6:00 PM, Bushor Conference Room 1st Floor, City Hall OR REMOTELY via ZOOM

Category 5. General Fund Tax Fairness Discussion
Department Council and Board
Type

Recommended Action

6. Any Other Committee Business

Subject 6.1. Any Other Committee Business

Meeting November 10, 2025 - Charter Change Committee Meeting - Monday, November 10,
2025, 6:00 PM, Bushor Conference Room 1st Floor, City Hall OR REMOTELY via ZOOM

Category 6. Any Other Committee Business
Department Council and Board
Type

Recommended Action
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7. Adjournment

Subject 7.1. Motion to adjourn

Meeting November 10, 2025 - Charter Change Committee Meeting - Monday, November 10,
2025, 6:00 PM, Bushor Conference Room 1st Floor, City Hall OR REMOTELY via ZOOM

Category 7. Adjournment
Department Council and Board
Type

Recommended Action
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Resolution Relating to

MARCH 3, 2026 ANNUAL CITY MEETING - CHARTER CHANGE RE:

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE OFFICE OF RACIAL EQUITY, INCLUSION, AND BELONGING

Sponsor(s): Charter Change Committee

Introduced:
Referred to:
Action:
Date:

Signed by Mayor:

CITY OF BURLINGTON
In the year Two Thousand TWenty-Five.........ccuiiiiinin e e

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

1. WHEREAS, the City of Burlington is committed to advancing racial equity, inclusion, and
belonging as foundational principles in municipal governance and community life; and

2. WHEREAS, the City recognizes the importance of establishing a permanent Office of
Racial Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging (“REIB”) to lead, coordinate, and advance this
work across all departments; and

3. WHEREAS, the REIB Office plays a critical role in developing strategies, advising policy,
and building inclusive community engagement processes that foster equity and
belonging for all Burlington constituents; and

4. WHEREAS, the formal creation of this office within the City Charter will strengthen
accountability, sustainability, and institutional commitment to this work;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council approves the following
amendment to the City Charter and requests that the Mayor warn the following question
and place it on the ballot for the Annual City Meeting to be held on March 3, 2026, and that
the City Clerk set public hearings on this question in accordance with § 303 of the City
Charter and 17 V.S.A. § 2645:

“Shall the Charter of the City of Burlington, Acts of 1948, No. 298, as amended, be further
amended as follows?”:

Page 4 of 20



§ 374 Enumerated:

Office of Racial Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging

(a) The City of Burlington shall form an Office of Racial Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging
(“REIB”) and establish a Director of Racial Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging.

(b) The REIB Director role shall be a permanent position in the City, selected and hired
in accordance with City of Burlington Human Resources policies and procedures, and
shall report directly to the Mayor.

(c) The REIB Office shall be under the supervision, direction, and control of the Director,

subject to the orders and ordinances of the City Council.

(d) The Office of Racial Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging administrative officer shall have

all of the powers, duties, and responsibilities as are provided in the Racial Equity,
Inclusion, and Belonging Director position description.

(e) Subject to the orders and ordinances of the City Council, the Mayor and REIB
Director shall develop and implement a comprehensive racial equity, inclusion, and
belonging strategy for the City of Burlington.

(f) In furtherance of this work, the REIB Director shall, subject to the orders and
ordinances of the City Council, have the following rights, powers, and duties, and
implement such alongside all City departments:

To work on behalf of the City to advance equity and social justice by championing
diversity, inclusion, belonging, and anti-racism.

To develop, coordinate, implement, and administer racial equity and inclusion
strategies and projects for the City.

To provide consultation and recommend to City departments, the Mayor’s Office,
and City Council policy and program changes to better advance racial equity and
inclusion in the City.

To enhance representation in City government through decision-making bodies,
community engagement initiatives, and policy development processes for folks who
hold underserved community identities.

To coordinate and facilitate constituent engagement in the City that encourages
inclusive spaces for engagement with City government.
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Resolution Relating to RESOLUTION? .8

Sponsor(s): Bergman
MARCH 3, 2026 ANNUAL CITY MEETING — CHARTER glt?duzetdil 10/21/25
CHANGE RE: CITY COUNCIL AUTHORITY TO PLEDGE clerrecto:

CREDIT OF THE CITY (REFERRAL TO CHARTER Action: adopted as amended
CHANGE COMMITTEE) Date: 10/21/25

Signed by Mayor: 10/23/25

CITY OF BURLINGTON
In the year Two Thousand Twenty-Five

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That WHEREAS, § 62 of the City Charter generally requires voter approval to sell general obligation
bonds, but allows the City Council to authorize the Chief Administrative Officer to sell up to $2 million in
general obligation bonds per fiscal year for working capital and capital expenses, while also granting the legal
voters of the City the power to referend the City Council’s exercise of said authority; and

WHEREAS, § 63 of the City Charter grants similar authority to the City Council upon
recommendation of the Board of Light Commissioners to authorize the sale of bonds up to $3 million for use
by the Burlington Electric Department, said authorization also subject to the voters’ referendum power; and

WHEREAS, bonds sold under § 63 are on the general credit of the City but are to be paid from rates
rather than from property taxes; and

WHEREAS, the City has significant deferred maintenance needs for its infrastructure, including the
infrastructure of its electrical, drinking water, storm drainage, and wastewater systems, and delays in
addressing deferred maintenance needs typically increase costs once those needs are addressed; and

WHEREAS, due to inflation, the dollar limits specified in §§ 62 and 63 are not adequate to meet the
City’s deferred maintenance needs; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires that any increase in the $2 million borrowing limitation of § 62
to be phased in to limit the burden on the City’s property taxpayers; and

WHEREAS, the City Council now desires to refer proposed amendments to §§ 62 and 63 of the
Charter to the Charter Change Committee to review and to report back in time for the City Council to place
any proposed amendment on the ballot for the March 3, 2026 annual City meeting;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby asks the Charter Change
Committee to review the following proposed amendment, and to report back in time for the December 1 |

2025 meeting of the City Council:
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Resolution Relating to MARCH 3, 2026 ANNUAL CITY MEETING — CHARTER CHANGE RE:
CITY COUNCIL AUTHORITY TO PLEDGE CREDIT OF THE CITY
(REFERRAL TO CHARTER CHANGE COMMITTEE)

“Shall the Charter of the City of Burlington, Acts of 1948, No. 298, as amended, be Sfurther amended as
Sfollows?:

§ 62. Council; School Board; not to pledge credit of City; exceptions:

Subsections (a) to (e), As written.

(f)(1) The Chief Administrative Officer, when authorized and directed by resolution of the City
Council, may pledge the credit of the City by issuing negotiable orders, warrants, notes, or bonds in an amount
not to exceed in the aggregate $2 million in any fiscal year for the purpose of providing working capital and
capital improvements, additions, and replacements required for the efficient and economical operation of the
City and its departments, other than the Electric Light Department and the Water and Wastewater Divisions of
the Public Works Department. If any of such annual borrowing authority is used to provide working capital,
notes shall be issued in anticipation of the receipt of City revenue and shall mature within two years from the
date of issue, and may be renewed or refunded by the issue of other notes maturing within a similar period
whenever such action is deemed expedient. If any of such annual borrowing authority is used to provide
capital improvements, additions, and replacements, the negotiable orders, warrants, notes, or bonds issued for
such purposes shall be of such denominations, payable at such time or times, at such rate of interest, and to be
sold and registered in such manner and under such terms and conditions as shall be established by resolution
of the City Council._Beginning in fiscal year 2028, the foregoing $2 million limitation shall increase to not
more than §5 million, and beginning in 2031, it shall increase to not more than $10 million.

(2) Notwithstanding the above, however, five per cent of the qualified voters of the City may petition
for referendum review of the action by the City Council. Any such request for referendum review shall be in
accordance with and governed by the procedures specified in section 63 of this charter for borrowing on
behalf of Burlington Electric Department or Public Works Department.

Subsection (f)(3), 4s written.
§ 63. Council may pledge credit of City when authorized by voters to do so:

(a) Whenever the legal voters of said City, by two-thirds vote of all voters present and voting on the question
at any special or annual City meeting duly warned for the purpose, or, if the purpose shall be the making of an
improvement relating to a public school by a majority vote of all voters present and voting on the question,
shall give authority to the City Council thereof to pledge the credit of said City for any purpose by issuing its

negotiable orders, warrants, notes, or bonds, or-whenever-the-City-Couneil-shall determine by-reselution;upon

and-replace rts-requireatorthe-e ient-and-economical-operation-of the Electri ight Department, said
City shall have power and authority to issue its negotiable orders, warrants, notes, or bonds, and to prescribe
whether such bonds shall be registered or have interest coupons attached, to the amount, not to exceed the
limit prescribed by the general laws of the State, for which authority has been given as aforesaid to so pledge
the credit of said City; such notes or bonds to be of such denominations, payable at such time or times; and at
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Page 3

Resolution Relating to MARCH 3, 2026 ANNUAL CITY MEETING — CHARTER CHANGE RE:
CITY COUNCIL AUTHORITY TO PLEDGE CREDIT OF THE CITY
(REFERRAL TO CHARTER CHANGE COMMITTEE)

63  such a rate of interest, and to be sold and registered in such manner and under such terms and conditions as
64  shall be established by resolution of said City Council.

65  (b) Whenever the City Council shall determine by resolution.

66

67 (1) Upon prior recommendation of the Board of Light Commissioners that it is necessary during a

68 fiscal year to pledge the credit of the City by issuing its negotiable orders, warrants, notes, or bonds in
69 an amount up to in the aggregate $6 million in any such fiscal year for the purpose of providing capital
70 improvements, additions, and replacements required for the efficient and economical operation of the
71 Electric Light Department, or

72 (2) Upon prior recommendation of the Public Works Commission that it is necessary during a fiscal
73 year to pledge the credit of the City by issuing its negotiable orders, warrants, notes, or bonds in an
74 amount up to in the aggregate $6 million in any such fiscal year for the purpose of providing capital
75 improvements, additions, and replacements required for the efficient and economical operation of the
76 drinking water, wastewater, stormwater, and solid waste facilities operated by the Public Works

77 Department,

78  Said City shall have power and authority to issue its negotiable orders, warrants, notes, or bonds, and to

79  prescribe whether such bonds shall be registered or have interest coupons attached, to the amount, not to

80  exceed the limit prescribed by the general laws of the State, for which authority has been given as aforesaid to
81  sopledge the credit of said City. Such notes or bonds shall be of such denominations, payable at such time or
82  times, at such a rate of interest, and sold and registered in such manner and under such terms and conditions as
83  shall be established by resolution of said City Council. By majority vote, the voters of the City may increase
84  either or both borrowing limits set forth in this subsection permanently or for any fiscal year or years.

85 () Notwithstanding subsection (ab) of this section, however, a City Council resolution authorizing the credit

86  of the City to be pledged in-an-amount not-to-exceed-$3-million-in-a fiseal-vear for the operation-of the Electric
87  LightDepartmentas-pursuant to said subsection (b) aferesaid in-an-amountnet-to-exceed-$3-million-in-a fiseal

88  yearforthe-operation-of the Electrie Light Department-as-aforesaid shall not give the City power to so pledge

89 its credit until 44 days have passed following the effective date of such resolution. If during such 44-day
90  period a petition is filed with the Chief Administrative Officer signed by not less than five percent of the
91  qualified voters of the City requesting a referendum vote on whether the credit of the City will be pledged in
92 accordance with the City Council resolution, the credit of the City shall not be pledged pursuant thereto unless
93 amajority of the qualified voters of the City present and voting at a duly warned annual or special City
94  meeting vote to affirm such City Council resolution. Upon receipt of a proper petition, a special City meeting
95  shall be called by the City Council within 60 days from the date such petition is received, or if the next annual
96  City meeting falls within the 60-day period, the City Council shall include an article in the warning for such
97  annual City meeting, to determine whether the voters will affirm such resolution. If at such City meeting a
98  majority of the qualified voters voting on the question affirm the action of the City Council, the City shall
99  have power to pledge its credit pursuant to the City Council resolution as of the day following such City

100 meeting. If the City Council resolution is not affirmed by a majority of the qualified voters voting on the

101 question, the City shall not have power to pledge its credit in accordance with such resolution.

102
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Page 4

Resolution Relating to MARCH 3, 2026 ANNUAL CITY MEETING — CHARTER CHANGE RE:
CITY COUNCIL AUTHORITY TO PLEDGE CREDIT OF THE CITY

(REFERRAL TO CHARTER CHANGE COMMITTEE)

*Material underlined added.
** Material stricken deleted.

er/ Resolutions 2025/Charger Change re City Council Borrowing Authority
October 21, 2025
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Resolution Relating to RESOLUTIONS.7
Sponsor(s): Bergman
MARCH 3, 2026 ANNUAL CITY MEETING — CHARTER mwoduced 10/21/25
CHANGE RE: GENERAL FUND TAX FAIRNESS SRR
(REFERRAL TO CHARTER CHANGE COMMITTEE)

Action: adopted as amended
Date:10/21/25
Signed by Mayor: 10/23/25

CITY OF BURLINGTON
In the year Two Thousand Twenty-five...........................cooocc

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That WHEREAS, § 99 of the City Charter provides for a General Fund tax in addition to all special-purpose
municipal property taxes allowed by the Charter; and

WHEREAS, the rate of the General Fund tax is set not exceed fifty-two and 76/100 cents per one
hundred dollars of assessed value on the Grand List, subject to voter-approved increases, and subject further to
downward factoring for revenue neutrality pursuant to § 98a of the City Charter; and

WHEREAS, the rate of the General Fund tax for FY26 was set by the City Council at nineteen and
32/100 cents per one hundred dollars of assessed value on the Grand List, plus 20/100 cents for bike path
maintenance, as previously approved by Burlington voters, plus 39/100 cents for open space land
conservation, as also previously approved by voters) for a total of nineteen 91/100 cents; and

WHEREAS, in CY25, the Mayor established a Tax Fairness Working Group to study the City’s
property tax system and to make recommendations to the Mayor and the City Council; and

WHEREAS, on October 6, 2025, the working group delivered its report to the City Council; and

WHEREAS, among the working group’s suggestions were splinter tax reform and the establishment of
a universal homestead real property tax exemption to make the City’s property tax system more progressive;
and

WHEREAS, the inclusion of a universal tax exemption would require resetting tax rates to avoid a
significant loss of existing revenues for the City; and

WHEREAS, the City’s General Fund tax is one of three property tax rates that is subject to revenue
neutrality pursuant to § 98a of the City Charter, which has the effect of creating a structure deficit since
revenue neutrality fails to account for annual inflation; and

WHEREAS, the City Council now desires to refer proposed amendments to § 99 of the Charter, which
would implement some of the recommendations of the Tax Fairness Working Group, to the Charter Change
Committee to review and to report back in time for the City Council to place any proposed amendment on the

ballot for the March 3, 2026 annual City meeting;
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Page 2

Resolution Relating to MARCH 3, 2026 ANNUAL CITY MEETING — CHARTER CHANGE RE:
GENERAL FUND TAX FAIRNESS (REFERRAL TO CHARTER CHANGE
COMMITTEE)

25 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council hereby asks the Charter Change
26  Committee to review the following proposed amendment, and to report back in time for the December 1, 2025

27  meeting of the City Council:

28 “Shall the Charter of the City of Burlington, Acts of 1948, No. 298, as amended, be Sfurther amended as
29  follows?:

30

31  §99. Additional assessment; amount:

32

33 The city council, in addition to the taxes required by the general laws of the state, and required or

34 permitted by the provisions of this Charter, to be raised upon the property grand list and not included
35 in the tax authorized by this section for city purposes may also annually at the same meeting and

36 immediately after it gives final approval to the annual city budget, assess upon the property grand list
37 for city purposes during the fiscal year, a tax which shall not exceed fifty-twotwenty-four and

38 7611/100 cents upon the dollar thereof and may assess a larger tax when authorized to do so by the
39 legal voters of said city at a meeting duly warned for that purpose._For any property declared a

40 homestead, pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 5410, as the same may be amended or renumbered from time to
41 time, a homestead exemption in the amount of thirty thousand dollars shall be applied, or three

42 hundred dollars per one hundred dollars of assessed value on the grand list, prior to calculating the
43 amount of the tax hereby authorized to be raised. Both this exemption amount and the maximum tax
44 rate set forth hereinabove shall be increased each fiscal year by the twelve-month increase, if any, in
45 the Consumer Price Index for all Urban Consumers, Northeast Region, as published by the U.S.

46 Bureau of Labor Statistics, as of May in the same calendar year as the start of the fiscal vear in

47 question. Ifthe U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics or successor agency ceases to publish the foregoing
48 measure of inflation, then the City Council shall select a reasonable, comparable measure of inflation.
49 In every fiscal year for which the revenue neutrality provisions of section 98a of this Charter shall

50 apply, the maximum tax rate set by this section shall be adjusted for inflation prior to adjusting said
51 rate in accordance with section 98a, and, after adjusting the exemption amount set forth herein for

52 inflation, said exemption amount shall be adjusted by multiplying it by the ratio of the total grand list
53 amount of the city after the general reassessment to the total grand list amount prior thereto.

54

55 *Material underlined added.
56  ** Material stricken deleted.
57

58
59 er/ Resolutions 2025/Charger Change (Referral) re General Fund Tax
60  October 21, 2025
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Office of Mayor Emma Mulvaney-Stanak

MEMORANDUM
To: City Council
From: Mayor Emma Mulvaney-Stanak
CC: Katherine Schad, CAO and Jessica Brown, City Attorney
Date: October 16, 2025
Re: Municipal Financial Policy Changes

In late 2024, I convened an advisory group of financial experts, policy specialists, city councilors,
community representatives and city staff to review the City’s municipal tax policy and create a set
of recommendations to create a fairer tax system. I specifically asked the group to explore how to
make our tax system more equitable among all taxpayers, more affordable for low and moderately
incomed people, and more sustainable regarding the City’s revenue generating system. This work
resulted in a report presented to the City Council on October 6t with a series of recommendations.
The group also explored other tax policy and made recommendations on ways the City can consider
simplifying our splinter taxes in the future and also made note of some state tax policy changes
worth pursuing.

Among these recommendations, there is one important tax charter change item I support for
immediate consideration by the City Council. The recommendation proposes creating a universal
exemption for the first $30,000 to 50,000 of property value on homestead properties in the
City. This recommendation received the most support from members to advance for further
consideration. As the report explains, “this reform would address the inequities in assessed values
across low and high value properties and shift the municipal tax burden away from lower value
primary residents towards higher value commercial properties.” Value exemptions exist across the
country, such as in Hawaii, where high property values can overburden low to moderately incomed
full-time residents. The City already has a value exemption of $40,000 for the primary residence
owned by a veteran living with a disability, this is based on State law which mandates
municipalities offer at least a $10,000 exemption but allows them to offer up to $40,000. As the City
continues to find ways to address affordability for residents, it isimportant we consider this
proposal as a straightforward way to begin to address the municipal tax burden on residents and
rebalance how we raise revenue from primary residents compared to other types of property.

[ recommend the Council also consider another charter change item that will allow the City to begin
to address the chronic challenge of our structural budget gaps year over year. One major
contributing factor to the City’s budget gaps is that the general tax rate does not automatically
increase based on inflation (CPI-U Northeast). Voters currently must approve every general tax rate
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increase. This process creates undo pressure on our City’s budget planning process and contributes
to challenging budget decisions where we must balance the realities of inflationary growth for city
operations and cost of living salary increases within collective bargaining agreements with our
unions with predicting if and when our general tax rate increases. One-time funding from grants
and federal covid related resources both obscured this structural gap challenge for a number of
years and also led to the addition of 98 additional full time equivalent positions over the last 9
years. This grew our workforce in an unsustainable fashion without a guaranteed funding source
beyond increasing local tax rates. In FY26, the City embarked on a challenging review of core
services to look for cost savings to help close the $14M budget gap. This work included a reduction
of the workforce size by 25 positions. This work narrowed the structural budget gap somewhat but
was never meant to be a full solution to the chronic budget gap issue.

While the Tax Fairness Working Group’s mission was not specifically to address the structural
budget gap challenges for the City, a proposal to add an inflator to our general fund taxrate is an
opportunity to begin to do so and to standardize one of our tax rates to create more predictability
and consistency in our tax system. This can contribute to the City’s ability to offer taxpayers more
accurate projections on tax increases year over year compared to our current system that often
does not clarify if a tax increase is needed with only 3 to 4 months of notice before a Town Meeting
Day vote.

If we add an inflator to the City’s general tax rate, the Council will be able to increase the rate up to
the inflation rate each year but not beyond. Other sections of the city charter empower the Council
to decrease any of the City’s tax rates which allows the City to respond to the needs of the
community, including adjusting what may need to be raised from taxpayers to balance what is
raised by any growth in our grand list.

[ also recommend the City Council consider increasing the annual borrowing limits for the
ongoing needs of the City’s capital program (facilities, fleet, etc.), our Water Division, and
Burlington Electric Department. These annual borrowing limits remain too low in our city charter
to run the City’s operations effectively and require the City to seek additional stand-alone bonds
every few years to keep up with the increased costs of maintaining and replacing our infrastructure.
If we increase the annual bonding limits for these three important ongoing capital needs, our City
can better plan and maintain our city assets. In 2024, the Administration and Council discussed this
item but ultimately decided to wait a year given the need to focus on seeking voter support for
three sizable infrastructure bonds for our capital program, water and wastewater systems.

On the Council agenda for October 21, Councilor Gene Bergman is proposing a charter change to
create a homestead property value exemption and adding an inflator to the general tax rate. I
support both of these proposals and encourage the Council to consider advancing this proposal to
committee for further exploration and study. Councilor Bergman will also be proposing a charter
change to increase the annual borrowing limits.

Finally, there are two state legislative items that emerged out of the Working Group’s deliberations
[ would like to encourage our legislative delegation to address. The first is the state's very low
maximum household incomelevel for anindividual to receive a tax credit on their municipal
property tax bill. It is currently set at $47,000. This is compared to the state education tax
property tax credit maximum household income of $115,000. This creates a regressive tax
structure for lower income households who are paying a higher share of their income towards
municipal taxes than they do for state education tax. The second is to encourage the state to
review the state Renter Credit Program to better assist renters with the high cost of rent
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compared to modest income levels. Currently, income limits are very low to qualify for a full rental
credit. A family of four in Chittenden County must earn less than $35,650 for a full credit and the
maximum income for a family of four is $77,290 for a partial credit. This program greatly benefits
very low-income households but leaves many households out with such low-income levels.

[ would like to thank City Assessor Joe Turner and Senior Policy and Data Analyst Nancy Stetson for
leading this work alongside Director of Finance Bradley Kukenberger, Assistant City Attorney Erik
Ramakrishnan, and my Chief of Staff Erin Jacobsen. I also appreciate the time and thought that all
members of the group provided over the last several months. You can find a complete list of these
community members in the report. Thank you for your service to the City.
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