
 

 

 
 

Conservation Board Meeting Public Notice 
 

Monday, June 2, 2025, 5:30 PM  
  
311 North Avenue, Conference Room or Remote via Zoom 

Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/95590052709?pwd=MlhQcTVTNmUydW5qelBLeFUwZk9LZz09 

Webinar ID: 955 9005 2709 

Password: 346560 

Telephone: 1 929 205 6099 
  
1. Minutes 
  
   1.1. Accept minutes from May 5, 2025 meeting  
2. Board Comment 
  
3. Public Comment 
  
4. Project Review 
  

   
4.1. ZP-25-258; 216 Leddy Park Rd (Ward 4, RCO-RG) City of Burlington 
Create approximately 2,070 linear feet of earthen surface bike trail with features built from native 
soils  

5. Update & Discussion 
  

   5.1. Deer Management  
Follow up from May 5 Open Space Subcommittee discussion  

6. Executive Session 
  
7. Adjournment 
  
8. Informational and Non-Discrimination Statements 
  

   The City of Burlington will not tolerate unlawful harassment or discrimination on the basis of political or religious 
affiliation, race, color, national origin, place of birth, ancestry, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
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marital status, veteran status, disability, HIV positive status, crime victim status or genetic information. The City 
is also committed to providing proper access to services, facilities and employment opportunities. The programs 
and services of the City of Burlington are accessible to people with disabilities. Individuals who require special 
arrangements, auxiliary aid, service for effective communication, or a modification of policies or procedures to 
participate in a program, service, or activity of the City of Burlington, should contact the office of the Title II 
Burlington ADA Coordinator at 802-865-7000 as soon as possible but no later than 48 hours before the scheduled 
event. 
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The programs and services of the Dept. of Permitting & Inspections are accessible to people with 
disabilities. For accessibility information call 865-7188. 

Burlington Conservation Board 
645 Pine Street 
Burlington, VT 05401 
http://www.burlingtonvt.gov/DPI/CB 
Telephone: (802) 865-7189 

Rebecca Roman, Chair 
Caryn Connolly, Vice Chair 

Zoe Richards 
Don Meals 

Ryan Crehan 
Leslie Spencer 

Kyle Tansley 
Ethan Ely 

Elizabeth Cunningham, Student 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Conservation Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, May 5, 2025 – 5:30 pm 

Remote & In Person Meeting 
 

Attendance   

 Board Members: Zoe Richards (ZR), Caryn Connolly (CC), Rebecca Roman (RR), Leslie Spencer 
(LS), Kyle Tansley (KT), Ethan Ely (EE), Don Meals (DM) 

 Absent: Elizabeth Cunningham (EC), Ryan Crehan (RC)  

 Public: Sharon Bushor (Public Comment), Nick Warner, Lauren Chicote, & Andres Torizzo (WVPD 
application) 

 Staff: Scott Gustin (Permitting & Inspections), Dan Cahill (Parks & Rec)  
 

RR, chair, called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m.  
 
Minutes 
 
April 7, 2025 minutes 
 
A MOTION was made by KT and SECONDED by CC: 
 
Approve the April 7 minutes as written. 
 
Vote: 6-0-1, motion carried. 
 
Board Comment 
 
SG noted that wave 2 of the Open Space Plan stakeholder and public outreach and engagement starts 
next week.   
 
Public Comment 
 
Sharon Bushor noted the Open Space Plan could affect how the Conservation Legacy Fund is used.  

She’d like an actuary to look at the fund and help determine how its spent.  She’s worried that the fund 

could be used to supplement other shrinking funds.   

 
Open Space Subcommittee 
 
RR said Open Space Subcommittee talked about deer management and the deer problem in Burlington.  

We’ve got an outline of a process.  We’d like to reach out to the Parks Commission, the City Council’s 

PAC committee, and VT F&W.  We’ll engage in a public education effort.  The Open Space 

Subcommittee could serve as host to the process.   

 

DM, it would be helpful to hear if we’ve received public comments (complaints or otherwise) about deer in 

Burlington.   
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Conservation Board Minutes 

May 5, 2025 - pg. 2 

   

Update & Discussion 
1. Conservation Legacy Fund Application 

Request by Winooski Valley Park District for funding of engineering design and construction cost 
estimates for riverbank work at Derway Cove.   

 
Nick Warner, Andres Torizzo, and Lauren Chicote appeared on behalf of this item.   
 
Nick Warner overviewed the project.  We can try to piecemeal the project or try to do it comprehensively.  
We’re hoping to do the latter.  The city has already made an investment in the site, and it is literally being 
carved away.  We are hoping that our work can coordinate with what the city is planning to do with the 
bridge abutment.  Strategically, we think its best to present a design task first.   
 
DM, it’s a natural process that the outer bend of the river will erode.  Are there any resources that could 
focus specifically on the bridge? 
 
ZR said that Derway Cove is incredible.  Its an accessible place to enjoy the floodplain forest.   
DM feels that this item is deserving of our attention.   
 
Andres Torizzo detailed the green “soft solution” to address the erosion with vegetation and woody 
debris.  The design work has not occurred yet, but this is generally what we’re aiming to do.   
 
DM suggested using this work as an educational opportunity to showcase this natural stabilization work.   
 
EE, is the money requested for the final design?  Nick Warner, we will not be required to have as high 
level engineering as for a hard armoring design.  We’ll analyze where the energy is hitting and develop 
cross sections of areas along the corridor.  EE, is there any hydrologic modeling to be done?  Nick 
Warner, will defer to Andres.   
 
A MOTION was made by DM and SECONDED by ZR: 
 
Recommend approval to use Conservation Legacy Fund monies for the design work and construction 
cost estimates as requested.   
 
Vote: 7-0-0, motion carried.   
 
Adjournment 
 
6:10 PM.   
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This project proposes to create approximately 2,070 linear feat of earthen surface bike 
trail with features built from native soils (as well as a fill soil pile located at the 
maintenance facility that has been approved for this use with respect to any soil 
contaminants). These trails will be classified as a beginner jump trail and beginner flow 
trail with return climbing trails. The start of each trail will include an earthen 'start mound' 
to achieve adequate grade for the features. The Green Flow Trail, Return Trail, and 
New Entrances will each average 6' wide. The Green Jump Trail will average 12' wide. 
This creates a total of 0.36 acres of new impervious surfaces. A 17' to 30' wide 
(depending on trail type and location) potential area of disturbance will be temporarily 
created from the center line of each new trail to allow for corridor clearing of small 
branches, etc., as well as for shallow soil borrow to build trail features. Disturbance will 
be minimized to the maximum extent practicable. All disturbed areas will be covered in 
leaf litter and branches following construction completion. 

 There are no catch basins, swales/ditches, or water bodies (streams, wetlands, or 
lakes/ponds) in immediate proximity to these features. Features will largely be at grade 
and not alter existing topography in a substantial way (i.e. overall existing drainage 
patterns will not change). Runoff created will be managed using simple vegetative 
disconnection, as well as the selective use of small infiltration pits or sumps adjacent to 
trail features to further enhance runoff management. 

 One construction entrance will be used for the entirely of the projects. This is an area 
located adjacent to a soil and mulch stockpile area. No tracking of earth is anticipated to 
occur on the Leddy Park access road. If any tracking does occur on paved areas, 
contractor will use best housekeeping practices to sweep up and store any tracked 
materials.  

No permanent stormwater management features are to be constructed as part of this 
project. Stormwater management will make use of Simple Vegetative Disconnection. 
Annual inspections are to be performed to ensure that trail gradients are maintained to 
ensure that runoff is in the form of sheet flow and is non-erosive in nature. If erosive 
flows are found, minor grading using hand tools can be used to rectify the issue. 
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Location of new entrance to Bike Park from the Burlington Greenway.
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