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BURLINGTON ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ACCESSIBILITY

THIS HYBRID MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE SHARON BUSHOR
CONFERENCE ROOM, FIRST FLOOR OF CITY HALL 149 CHURCH STREET,
BURLINGTON, VERMONT AND ONLINE OVER ZOOM.

MINUTES OF MEETING
April 21, 2025

1. Adopt the Agenda

1. Adopt the Agenda
Meeting Called to order at 3:05 pm by Nate Besio

Motion to Adopt the agenda as written

Motioned by Katherine Schad, seconded by Karen Downey
Final Resolution: Motion Passes

Yes: Unanimous

2. Adopt Minutes
2. Adopt Minutes

Subject 2.1. Advisory Committee on Accessibility Monday, March 17th Meeting
Minutes
Meeting April 21, 2025 - Burlington Advisory Committee On Accessibility - Monday, April 21,

2025, 3:00 PM, This hybrid meeting will take place in the Sharon Bushor
Conference Room, first floor of City Hall 149 Church Street, Burlington, Vermont
and online over Zoom.

Category 2. Adopt Minutes
Department Other
Type

2.1. Advisory Committee on Accessibility Monday, March 17th Meeting Minutes
Motion to Adopt the Meeting minutes as written

Motioned by Karen Downey, seconded by Scottie Taylor

Final Resolution: Motion Passes

Yes: Unanimous

Subject 2.2. Advisory Committee on Accessibility - Playground Subcommittee
meeting April 10th Meeting Minutes

Meeting April 21, 2025 - Burlington Advisory Committee On Accessibility - Monday, April 21,
2025, 3:00 PM, This hybrid meeting will take place in the Sharon Bushor
Conference Room, first floor of City Hall 149 Church Street, Burlington, Vermont
and online over Zoom.

Category 2. Adopt Minutes
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Department Other

Type

2.2. Advisory Committee on Accessibility - Playground Subcommittee meeting April 10th Meeting Minutes
Motion to Adopt the meeting minutes as written

Motioned by Scottie Taylor, seconded by Karen Downey

Final Resolution: Motion Passes

Yes: Unanimous

3. Committee Member Introductions

3. Committee Member Introductions

Joined Online - Nate Besio - Chair & representative of the Vermont Center for Independent Living

Joined Online - John Thomas (He/Him) - Vermont Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired

Joined Online - Karen Downey (She/Her) - Resident of Burlington and Adjunct Faculty Instructor UVYM Occupation Therapy
Doctoral Program

Joined Online - Lisa Black(She/Her) - Nominee for the committee, disabled physicians assistant, a board-
certified patient advocate, licensed ADA coordinator

Joined in Person - Scottie Taylor (They/Them) - Nominee for the committee and Burlington Resident

City Employees

Joined in Person - Tim Williams (He/Him) - Staff support for the committee

Joined in Person - Ashley Parker (She/Her) - Capital Programs Director

Joined in Person - Katherine Schad (She/Her) - Chief Administrative Officer and ADA Coordinator
Joined Online - Sophie Sauvé (She/ Her) - Burlington Parks Recreation and Waterfront Parks
Comprehensive Planner

4. Public Forum

4. Public Forum

Brian Lowe - Burlington Resident and member of the Parks Foundation

- Brian Addressed the committee sharing the work that the Parks Foundation is doing in efforts of
fundraising and universal design for Burlington parks.

Melanie Jannery(She/Her) - Burlington Resident of the Old North End

- Melanine shared her experience of trying to get an accessible parking space or handicap space placed on
her residential street and was surprised the process took more than 6 months. She asked the committee to
look into or review the process for how and where accessible parking spaces are located in the city.

5. News and Updates

5. News and Updates

Subject 5.1. Communication: HR Committee - Councilor Litwin appointment of
member of the public to the committee

Meeting April 21, 2025 - Burlington Advisory Committee On Accessibility - Monday, April 21,
2025, 3:00 PM, This hybrid meeting will take place in the Sharon Bushor
Conference Room, first floor of City Hall 149 Church Street, Burlington, Vermont
and online over Zoom.

Category 5. News and Updates

Department Other
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Type Communication

Recommended Action waive the reading and place the communication on file

5.1. Communication: HR Committee - Councilor Litwin appointment of member of the public to the

committee

Subject 5.2. Communication: Scottie Taylor - comments on Universal Design -
Subcomitee on playground Accessibility

Meeting April 21, 2025 - Burlington Advisory Committee On Accessibility - Monday, April 21,
2025, 3:00 PM, This hybrid meeting will take place in the Sharon Bushor
Conference Room, first floor of City Hall 149 Church Street, Burlington, Vermont
and online over Zoom.

Category 5. News and Updates

Department Other

Type Communication

Recommended Action waive the reading and place the communication on file

5.2. Communication: Scottie Taylor - comments on Universal Design - Subcomitee on playground
Accessibility

6. Discussion on Parks Foundation Draft Universal Design Policy

6. Discussion on Parks Foundation Draft Universal Design Policy

Sophie Sauvé shared some information about how the parks foundation and the parks' committee is
approaching universal design. The committee discussed how they could support this goal a project as well
as more broadly share those universal design principles so that they do not exclusively live within parks
only. The committee put forward the idea of reviewing the draft policy at a future meeting.

7. Follow up Discussion on BPRW Design by Subcommittee

7. Follow up Discussion on BPRW Design by Subcommittee
Sophie Sauvé and the Subcommittee reported back on the conversations that were had in the sub-
committee meeting as it pertains to accessibility and the proposed plan for Pomeroy Park.

8. Discuss filling final 2 positions required for committee and next steps

8. Discuss filling final 2 positions required for committee and next steps

The committee discussed the final two potential seats to be filled on the slate of proposed committee
members to be submitted to the HR committee for consideration before being submitted to council and the
mayor for appointment. The two current open seats are for a member of the Burlington Community, and one
city staff position.

9. Other Committee Business

9. Other Committee Business
No other committee business

10. Adjournment

10. Adjournment
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Subject
Meeting

Category

Department

Type

Recommended Action

10.1. Motion to adjourn

Motion to Adjourn

10.1. Motion to adjourn

April 21, 2025 - Burlington Advisory Committee On Accessibility - Monday, April 21,

2025, 3:00 PM, This hybrid meeting will take place in the Sharon Bushor

Conference Room, first floor of City Hall 149 Church Street, Burlington, Vermont
and online over Zoom.

10. Adjournment

Council and Board

Motioned by Katherine Schad, seconded by Ashley Parker
Final Resolution: Motion Passes

Yes: Unanimous

11. Informational and Non-Discrimination Statements

11. Informational and Non-Discrimination Statements

Subject

Meeting

Category
Department

Type

11.1. This agenda is available in alternative formats upon request. Persons
with disabilities who require assistance or special arrangements to
participate are encouraged to contact 802-865-7000 (voice) or 802-865-
7142 (TTY) at least 72 hours in advance so that proper arrangements can
be made. The City of Burlington will not tolerate unlawful harassment or
discrimination on the basis of political or religious affiliation, race, color,
national origin, place of birth, ancestry, age, sex, sexual orientation,
gender identity, marital status, veteran status, disability, HIV positive
status, crime victim status or genetic information.

April 21, 2025 - Burlington Advisory Committee On Accessibility - Monday, April 21,
2025, 3:00 PM, This hybrid meeting will take place in the Sharon Bushor
Conference Room, first floor of City Hall 149 Church Street, Burlington, Vermont
and online over Zoom.

11. Informational and Non-Discrimination Statements

Council and Board

11.1. This agenda is available in alternative formats upon request. Persons with disabilities who require
assistance or special arrangements to participate are encouraged to contact 802-865-7000 (voice) or 802-
865-7142 (TTY) at least 72 hours in advance so that proper arrangements can be made. The City of
Burlington will not tolerate unlawful harassment or discrimination on the basis of political or religious
affiliation, race, color, national origin, place of birth, ancestry, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity,
marital status, veteran status, disability, HIV positive status, crime victim status or genetic information.
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