
  

 

  

 
  

Advisory Committee on Accessibility 
  

  
Monday, March 17, 2025, 3:00 PM, Monday March 17th 2025, 3:00 PM, This hybrid 

meeting will take place in the Sharon Bushor Conference Room, first floor of City Hall 
149 Church Street, Burlington, Vermont and online over Zoom.  

  
Join from PC, Mac, iPad, or Android using Zoom: 
https://zoom.us/j/93577767045?pwd=kTGef0twb5nCU80i6MeLuN4GXZTUxT.1 
Meeting ID:  93577767045 
Passcode:120399 
 
Phone one-tap: 
+13126266799,,93577767045#,,,,*120399# US (Chicago) 
+16469313860,,93577767045#,,,,*120399# US 
 
 
 

  

1. Adopt the Agenda 
  
2. Committee Member Introductions 
  
3. Approve and Adopt Minutes 
  

   

Subject 3.1. Decmeber meeting minutes  
    
Meeting March 17, 2025 - Burlington Advisory Committee On Accessibility Meeting - Monday, 

March 17, 2025, 3:00 PM, Monday March 17th 2025, 3:00 PM, This hybrid 
meeting will take place in the Sharon Bushor Conference Room, first floor of 
City Hall 149 Church Street, Burlington, Vermont and online over Zoom.  

  
Category 3. Approve and Adopt Minutes 
    
Department Other 
  
Type  
    
Recommended Action  
    

   
Subject 3.2. January meeting Minutes  
    
Meeting March 17, 2025 - Burlington Advisory Committee On Accessibility Meeting - Monday, 

March 17, 2025, 3:00 PM, Monday March 17th 2025, 3:00 PM, This hybrid 
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meeting will take place in the Sharon Bushor Conference Room, first floor of 
City Hall 149 Church Street, Burlington, Vermont and online over Zoom.  

  
Category 3. Approve and Adopt Minutes 
    
Department Other 
  
Type  
    
Recommended Action  
    

4. Public Forum 
  
5. News & Updates 
  

   

Subject 5.1. BPRW playground Design Discussion  
    
Meeting March 17, 2025 - Burlington Advisory Committee On Accessibility Meeting - Monday, 

March 17, 2025, 3:00 PM, Monday March 17th 2025, 3:00 PM, This hybrid 
meeting will take place in the Sharon Bushor Conference Room, first floor of 
City Hall 149 Church Street, Burlington, Vermont and online over Zoom.  

  
Category 5. News & Updates 
    
Department Other 
  
Type  
    
Recommended Action  
    

6. Discussion on Monthly Committee Meetings 
  
7. Discussion on Vermont Open meeting Laws 
  
8. Review of the slate of comittee members for appointment  
  

   

Subject 8.1. Draft slate of committee members for consideration for appointment.  
    
Meeting March 17, 2025 - Burlington Advisory Committee On Accessibility Meeting - Monday, 

March 17, 2025, 3:00 PM, Monday March 17th 2025, 3:00 PM, This hybrid 
meeting will take place in the Sharon Bushor Conference Room, first floor of 
City Hall 149 Church Street, Burlington, Vermont and online over Zoom.  

  
Category 8. Review of the slate of comittee members for appointment  
    
Department Other 
  
Type  
    
Recommended Action  
    

   

Subject 8.2. BACA Members in Accordance to Resolution  
    
Meeting March 17, 2025 - Burlington Advisory Committee On Accessibility Meeting - Monday, 

March 17, 2025, 3:00 PM, Monday March 17th 2025, 3:00 PM, This hybrid 
meeting will take place in the Sharon Bushor Conference Room, first floor of 
City Hall 149 Church Street, Burlington, Vermont and online over Zoom.  

  
Category 8. Review of the slate of comittee members for appointment  
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Department Other 
  
Type  
    
Recommended Action  
    

9. Informational and Non-Discrimination Statements 
  

   

Subject 9.1. The City of Burlington will not tolerate unlawful harassment or 
discrimination on the basis of political or religious affiliation, race, color, 
national origin, place of birth, ancestry, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, marital status, veteran status, disability, HIV positive status, crime 
victim status or genetic information.  

    
Meeting March 17, 2025 - Burlington Advisory Committee On Accessibility Meeting - Monday, 

March 17, 2025, 3:00 PM, Monday March 17th 2025, 3:00 PM, This hybrid 
meeting will take place in the Sharon Bushor Conference Room, first floor of 
City Hall 149 Church Street, Burlington, Vermont and online over Zoom.  

    
Category 9. Informational and Non-Discrimination Statements  
    
Department Council and Board 
  
Type  
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|XgXfS�̂ jYq̂bZgxS_|qZàZgcSdSt]]\]YXjYSe\YxSevZg�S
S
���������������
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John Thomas – 

John Thomas is the representative for the Vermont Association for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired [VABVI]. He has served as the Director of Development for VABVI for seven years. He 
has been the project manager for VABVI’s accessibility work with the City of Burlington Parks 
and Rec Dept. 

Karen Downey – 

As a Burlington resident for over 40 years and a licensed and certified occupational therapist, I 
wish to be a member of the Burlington Advisory Committee on Accessibility.  I have worked with 
both children and adults who have disabilities in a variety of settings including acute care 
hospitals, nursing homes, home health agencies and educational settings.  Recently I retired 
from the full-time position of District Occupational Therapist in the Burlington School District 
where I worked with children with disabilities along with their family members.   I am presently 
an adjunct faculty member of the University of Vermont Occupational Therapy Doctoral 
program.  I am also a Ward 5 election worker as well as a member of Vermont AMBUCS, a non-
profit organization that provides adapted tricycles for children and adults with mobility 
challenges.  

As a member of the Burlington Advisory Committee on Accessibility, I wish to assist the city to 
improve citizen access to city services, buildings and programs.   Considering the number of city 
residents with mobility and other sensory disabilities as well as the aging of our general 
population, I am interested in offering creative and evidence-based solutions for accessibility 
problems that the city faces.

Nate Besio – 

Peer Advocate Counselor Coordinator at Vermont Center for Independent Living

Scottie Taylor – 
I am recently an “official” addition to the residents of Burlington after years of living 

here as an undergrad student, grad student, young professional, and now hoping to grow my 
family here. It is quite a privilege to have the opportunity to be a member of the Advisory 
Committee on Accessibility. My spouse, Taran [they/she] and I bought our home on Shelburne 
St, and talk often of how excited we are to add a younger generation to our home. Milo, our cat 
[he/him] shares our home, is exclusively an indoor cat, and loves being a BTV cat.

Burlington has felt like home for me all these years - I’ve loved everything from Church 
Street to the bike path to Oakledge to the small city parks sprinkled throughout. I love our old 
city buildings and our charming pockets of community within the city. In order for me to know I 
love these parts of our city, I have the privilege of easily accessing them - in some ways they 
were designed with my body in mind. Not all bodies were considered, and now we have the 
opportunity to amend and learn from time and experience. I love that I have an opportunity to 
bring my lens to a Committee committed to making all these parts of Burlington accessible to 
all, so they can discover what pockets of Burlington they love the most.
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As a Physical Therapist with a variety of experiences, I hope to bring insights from many 
perspectives - families with children who feel overwhelmed in accessing the community, 
alternative mobility considerations, neurodivergent considerations, and anything I might not be 
familiar with, I am not one to shy away from a conversation filled with curiosity and learning.

Thank you again for your consideration in my participation in your Advisory 
Committee. If it feels like it might be a good fit, I look forward to working with you all. If, for 
now, you find another whom brings what is needed, thank you for your work in making 
Burlington feel like an accessible home to all.

Lisa Black – 
Would like to be a valued member of the Accessibility Advisory Committee by offering up a 
unique perspective as a person with lived experience as a disabled person and a medical 
professional. 

Katherine Schad – 
Chief Administrative Officer and ADA Coordinator 

Ashely Parker – 
Capital Program Director
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BACA Members in Accordance to Resolution 
 

Three (3) City Staff including the City’s ADA Coordinator and the 

Director of Capital Programs 

1. Katherine Schad (she/her) - ADA Coordinator 

2. Ashley Parker (she/her) – Capital Programs Director 

3. Other? 

 

Three (3) representatives from organizations or programs 

representing those with a disability 

1. Nate Besio (he/him) – Vermont Center for Independent  

Living (VCIL) 

2. John Thomas (he/him) – Vermont Association for the 

Blind and Visually Impaired (VABVI) 

3. Karen Downey (She/Her) – UVM Department of Medicine 

Occupational Therapy 

 

At least three (3) people with lived experience who live, work, or 

spend significant time in Burlington. 

1. Lisa Black (She/Her) – PWD, Burlington Resident  

2. Scottie Taylor (He/Him) – PT, Burlington Resident  

3.  Annie Bourdon (She/Her) - Mother of PWD, Burlington 

resident 

 

At its discretion, the Committee may choose to nominate up to 

three (3) additional members for appointment, in addition to the 

nine listed above. 

1. ? 

2. ? 

3. ? 
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Other Regular BACA Meeting Participants 

- John Adams-Kollitz (He/Him) – Burlington Parks Recreation 

and Waterfront Parks, Project Manager. 

- Sophie Sauve (She/Her) – Burlington Parks Recreation And 

Waterfront Parks, Comprehensive Planner 

- Elena Rosen (She/Her) – Marketing and Sponsorship 

Support Specialist, Burlington City Arts 

- Sarah Montgomery (She/Her) – Assistant City Clerk 

- Timothy Williams (He/Him) – Staff Support For the 

Committee 
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