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Wednesday, October 30, 2024, 5:30 PM, 645 Pine Front Conference Room OR

REMOTELY via ZOOM

When: Oct 30, 2024 05:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Topic: Charter Change Meeting

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://zoom.us/j/91830174722?pwd=uWMfNPhP2t8mibo8Kxk1AaWFypBib9.1

Passcode: 392622
Or One tap mobile :
+16469313860,,91830174722#,,,,¥392622# US
+19292056099,,91830174722#,,,,%¥392622# US (New York)
Or Telephone:
Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
+1 646 931 3860 US
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 305 224 1968 US
+1 309 205 3325 US
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 253 205 0468 US
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 360 209 5623 US
+1 386 347 5053 US
+1 507 473 4847 US
+1 564 217 2000 US
+1 669 444 9171 US
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 689 278 1000 US
+1 719 359 4580 US
Webinar ID: 918 3017 4722
Passcode: 392622
International numbers available: https://zoom.us/u/abfnSsZI9k

1. Agenda

1.1. Motion to amend/adopt agenda

2. Adopt Draft Minutes

Subject 2.1. Adopt Draft Minutes from October 1

Meeting

Category

Department

October 30, 2024 - Charter Change Committee Meeting - Wednesday, October 30,
2024, 5:30 PM, 645 Pine Front Conference Room OR REMOTELY via ZOOM

2. Adopt Draft Minutes

Council and Board
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Type

Recommended Action

3. Public Forum

Subject
Meeting

Category

Department

Type

3.1. Verbal Comments

October 30, 2024 - Charter Change Committee Meeting - Wednesday, October 30,
2024, 5:30 PM, 645 Pine Front Conference Room OR REMOTELY via ZOOM

3. Public Forum

Council and Board

4. Voter Approval of Local Redistricting

Subject
Meeting

Category

Department

Type

Recommended Action

4.1. Voter Approval of Local Redistricting

October 30, 2024 - Charter Change Committee Meeting - Wednesday, October 30,
2024, 5:30 PM, 645 Pine Front Conference Room OR REMOTELY via ZOOM

4. Voter Approval of Local Redistricting

Council and Board

5. Residential Rental Notice Requirements

Subject
Meeting

Category

Department

Type

Recommended Action

5.1. Residential Rental Notice Requirements

October 30, 2024 - Charter Change Committee Meeting - Wednesday, October 30,
2024, 5:30 PM, 645 Pine Front Conference Room OR REMOTELY via ZOOM

5. Residential Rental Notice Requirements

Council and Board

6. Councilor Compensation

Subject
Meeting

Category

Department

Type

Recommended Action

6.1. Councilor Compensation

October 30, 2024 - Charter Change Committee Meeting - Wednesday, October 30,
2024, 5:30 PM, 645 Pine Front Conference Room OR REMOTELY via ZOOM

6. Councilor Compensation

Council and Board
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7. Any Other Committee Business

Subject 7.1. Any Other Committee Business

Meeting October 30, 2024 - Charter Change Committee Meeting - Wednesday, October 30,
2024, 5:30 PM, 645 Pine Front Conference Room OR REMOTELY via ZOOM

Category 7. Any Other Committee Business
Department Council and Board
Type

Recommended Action

8. Adjournment

Subject 8.1. Motion to adjourn

Meeting October 30, 2024 - Charter Change Committee Meeting - Wednesday, October 30,
2024, 5:30 PM, 645 Pine Front Conference Room OR REMOTELY via ZOOM

Category 8. Adjournment
Department Council and Board
Type

Recommended Action
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Charter Change Committee
Tuesday, October 1, 2024
Queen City Room in City Hall and Remote
DRAFT MINUTES

Members Present: Councilor Bergman (Chair), Councilor Carpenter, Councilor Doherty
Staff Present: Jessica Brown (City Attorney)

Public Present: Evan Litwin (City Councilor), Melo Grant (City Councilor)

Meeting called to order at 5:39 PM.

1. Agenda
1.01 Motion to amend/adopt agenda

Motion to Adopt Agenda as is.

Motion by Councilor Doherty, Seconded by Councilor Carpenter
Final Resolution: Motion Passes

Yes: Unanimous

2. Adopt Draft Minutes from 8/14
2.01 Adopt Draft Minutes from 8/14

Motion to Adopt Draft Minutes from August 14.

Motion by Councilor Doherty, Seconded by Councilor Carpenter
Final Resolution: Motion Passes

Yes: Unanimous

3. Public Forum
No members of the public wanted to speak for this item.
4. Voter Approval of Local Redistricting

Councilor Carpenter stated that the effort to change the redistricting process to require only a
local vote by residents was started while City Attorney Dan Richardson was with the City, but it
was not put on the ballot at that time because the City was in the midst of redistricting and it
would have been confusing.

Councilor Bergman said he would like to bring the current version back to the City Council for
just for information to make the change public as soon as possible and then discuss the time
schedule after that.

Motion to refer the current draft charter change language about local redistricting back to the
City Council for discussion.

Page 1 of 2
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Motion by Councilor Carpenter, Seconded by Councilor Doherty.

Final Resolution: Motion Passes

Yes: Unanimous

Motion to send the current draft charter change to the City’s NPAs with a communication stating
that the Committee wants to get the language on the March ballot.

Motion by Councilor Carpenter, Seconded by Councilor Doherty.

Final Resolution: Motion Passes

Yes: Unanimous

5. Residential Rental Notice Requirements

Evan Litwin shared his draft language for this charter change. The draft is available on the
agenda packet.

Councilor Carpenter said that this change may not provide a huge additional protection because
savvy landlords will put such increases in the lease itself.

Councilor Bergman said the Committee should work closely with CDNR in moving this
language forward.

Evan Litwin (City Counselor) said he would finalize the language with CDNR before sending
the language to the full Council for their awareness and input.

Councilor Bergman said the Charter Change Committee does not have any further work to do on
this until it has gone through CDNR and potentially been referred to the Committee.

6. Any Other Committee Business
The next meeting is set for October 30th at 5:30, location pending.

7. Adjournment
8.01 Adjournment

Motion to adjourn.
Motion by Councilor Bergman, without objection.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:34 PM.
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Resolution Relating to RESOLUTION

Sponsor(s):
MARCH 4, 2025 ANNUAL CITY MEETING muroduced:
PROPOSED CHARTER CHANGE REGARDING '
REDISTRICTING BY CITY COUNCIL At

Date:

Signed by Mayor:

CITY OF BURLINGTON

In the year Two Thousand TWenty-FOUT........ ..o e e eaeeaaens

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That WHEREAS, the City of Burlington’s charter currently describes City Districts and Wards in
explicit enumerated and geographical terms in Article 2 (City Election Areas Defined), Section 2 (Election
Boundaries);

WHEREAS, as the charter is currently written, to alter the number or geography of City Districts and
Wards a charter change must be enacted, a process consisting, among other procedural steps, of the review,
possible further amendment, and confirmation by the Vermont State Legislature;

WHEREAS, this process involving by the Vermont State Legislature has the practical effect of slowing
the City’s redistricting process at the local level;

WHEREAS, it is the goal of the City to accelerate any redistricting processes, while maintaining fair,
equitable, and reasonable processes for redistricting;

WHEREAS, the City aims to achieve this goal by removing the descriptions of the number and
geography of City Districts and Wards in Article 2 (City Election Areas Defined), Section 2 (Election
Boundaries) and replacing this with a procedure equipping the City to unilaterally preform redistricting without
needing further charter changes and involvement by the Vermont State Legislature;

WHEREAS, the charters of other Vermont municipalities, including Montpelier, are written as to not
require a charter change to effectuate an alteration to the number or geography of city districts and wards;

WHEREAS, the Charter Change Committee held meetings on received public

comment, considered the referred proposed charter language, and amended this language; and

WHEREAS, on , the Committee voted to refer the charter change language back to the Council
to be placed on the March 4, 2025 ballot;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council approves the amendments to the city
charter recommended by the Charter Change Committee and requests the Mayor to place the following question
on the ballot of the Annual City Meeting to be held on March 4, 2025 and the City Clerk to set public hearings
on this question in accordance with Charter §303 and 17 V.S.A. §2645:
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Page 2 Resolution Relating to MARCH 4, 2025 ANNUAL CITY MEETING
PROPOSED CHARTER CHANGE REGARDING
REDISTRICTING BY CITY COUNCIL

“Shall the Charter of the City of Burlington, Acts of 1949, No. 298 as amended be further amended to

amend Section 2 to Article 2 as follows:

ARTICLE 2. CITY ELECTION AREAS DEFINED

§2. Election boundaries.
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Page 3 Resolution Relating to MARCH 4, 2025 ANNUAL CITY MEETING
PROPOSED CHARTER CHANGE REGARDING
REDISTRICTING BY CITY COUNCIL
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Page 4 Resolution Relating to

MARCH 4, 2025 ANNUAL CITY MEETING
PROPOSED CHARTER CHANGE REGARDING
REDISTRICTING BY CITY COUNCIL
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Page S Resolution Relating to MARCH 4, 2025 ANNUAL CITY MEETING
PROPOSED CHARTER CHANGE REGARDING
REDISTRICTING BY CITY COUNCIL

There shall be election areas for the City, which shall be defined and filed with the City Clerk. The City Council

may make changes from time to time to the boundaries of the election areas in order to provide an equal division

of population among them in accordance with data produced by the U.S. Census Bureau. Election areas changes

shall not be made more frequently than once in five vears. Such changes shall be approved by the voters at an

annual or special meeting of the City and shall become effective immediately upon approval unless a later date

is established therein.

*  Material underlined added.
** Material stricken out deleted.

KS/Resolutions 2024/March 4, 2025, Annual City Meeting Proposed Charter Change Regarding Redistricting by City Council

September 30, 2024
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Resolution Relating to RESOLUTION
Sponsor(s):
Introduced: CDNR, Charter Change

MARCH 4, 2025 ANNUAL CITY MEETING - CHARTER ]
Referred to:

CHANGE RE: CITY COUNCIL AUTHORITY TO
REGULATE RENTAL NOTIFICATIONS AND Action:
NOTIFICATION PERIODS Date:

Signed by Mayor:

CITY OF BURLINGTON
In the year TWo Thousand TWENTY-FOUT........ ..ot e e

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That WHEREAS, the City has a significant population of renters, and ensuring fair, transparent, and
equitable housing practices is essential to promoting stability and wellbeing within the community; and

WHEREAS, the City Charter prescribes limited authority for the City Council to regulate rental
notifications and notification periods to increase rent or to terminate a tenancy; and

WHEREAS, specifically, Section 48(64)(A) requires landlords to provide 90 days’ notice to terminate
a tenancy without cause if the tenancy has been less than two years and 120 days if the tenancy has been
longer, Section 48(64)(B) requires tenants to provide two rental periods’ notice to terminate a tenancy unless
inconsistent with a lease provision, and Section 48(65) requires 90 days’ notice of a rental increase; and

WHEREAS, these notice periods are in addition or in excess of those required by general state law,
including 9 V.S.A. 88 4456(d) and 4467(c), and facilitate the City in addressing the unique needs of its rental
market; and

WHEREAS, the notice periods prescribed by the City Charter are inadequate to allow the City to
respond to specific and changing rental housing market conditions; and

WHEREAS, granting the City greater flexibility to enact rental notice regulations will allow the City
Council to enhance tenant stability, to foster more transparent landlord-tenant relations, and to mitigate
negative impacts from sudden evictions or lease terminations, particularly for vulnerable populations; and

WHEREAS, at its October 24, 2024 meeting, the Community Development and Neighborhood
Revitalization Committee (“CDNR”) of the City Council referred a motion to the City Council proposing a
Charter Change amendment that would grant the City Council greater control to regulate rental notifications
and notification periods; and

WHEREAS, on [date] the City Council referred CDNR’s recommendation to the Charter Change
Committee; and

WHEREAS, the Charter Change Committee considered CDNR’s proposal at its meeting(s) on [date/s],

and referred the proposal back to the City Council with a positive recommendation; and
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Resolution Relating to MARCH 4, 2025 ANNUAL CITY MEETING — CHARTER CHANGE RE:
CITY COUNCIL AUTHORITY TO REGULATE RENTAL NOTIFICATIONS
AND NOTIFICATION PERIODS

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council approves the amendments to the City

Charter recommended by CDNR and the Charter Change Committee and requests that the Mayor warn the

following question and place it on the ballot for the Annual City Meeting to be held on March 4, 2025, and

that the City Clerk set public hearings on this question in accordance with Section 303 of the City Charter and

17 V.S.A. § 2645:

“Shall the Charter of the City of Burlington, Acts of 1948, No. 298, as amended, be further amended as
follows?:
§ 48. Enumerated:
The City Council shall have power:

(1) to (63), as written.

(64) (A) Where-there

8 4467 or any other law, to establish, by ordinance, requirements that residential landlords provide tenants

notice prior to termination of residential tenancies, including requirements for the contents and timing of such

notices. Such requirements may include special notice requirements for vulnerable populations, including

elderly tenants, tenants with disabilities, and low-income tenants.

(B) &

date-specified-inthe-netice: Notwithstanding 9 V.S.A. 8 4456(d) or any other law, to establish, by ordinance,

requirements that residential tenants provide landlords notice prior to termination of tenancies, including

requirements for the contents and timing of such notices.

(65) Notwithstanding any other law, tFo prohibit increases in rent or other changes in lease terms for

rental housing within the City without advance written notice. The timing, contents, and manner of giving
such notice shall be established by ordinance-efat-least 90-days. Such ordinance may include special notice

requirements for vulnerable populations, including elderly tenants, tenants with disabilities, and low-income

tenants.
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Page 3

Resolution Relating to MARCH 4, 2025 ANNUAL CITY MEETING — CHARTER CHANGE RE:
CITY COUNCIL AUTHORITY TO REGULATE RENTAL NOTIFICATIONS
AND NOTIFICATION PERIODS

*Material underlined added.
** Material stricken deleted.
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er/ Resolutions 2024/Charger Change re Rental Notifications
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